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General Conduct of the Campaign

"Seoﬁl City Sue", the North Korean version of-
"Tokyo Rose", was often an unconscious source of amusement to the
UN troops in the early days, with her outrageous lies énd héavy .
handed propaganda. In the days‘immediately following the INCHON
landing, UN troops were pgrticularly'amused by her frenzied appeals
to the Chinése veople for help (in English oddly enough), agd a
little worried about whether the Chinese'would respond or not.
Rumors and reports reached the UN troops,.placing large Chinese
concentrations'along the YALU Rivér boundary, As the UN offensive
wore on, however, the Chinese made no move to intervene while the
North'Kdrean army was rapidly being destroyed, As'the pursuit int§
Nérth Korea progressed, confidence spread that the war was almosﬁ
over, The possibility of Chinese.inﬁervention seemed remote,

The 2627 Octobér attack by the Chinese at'UNSAN and ONJONG

,was disquieting. The 2 November attack against the 8th Cavalry

gave the first hint that large scale Chinese intervention was a

 definite possibility. The US I and IX Corps promptly disposed

themselves to meet an attack by an estimated 12 divisions and five

brigades, .During the period 3-5 November 2 line wés set up, north
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of the CﬁONGCHON River between KASAN and KUNU-RI, to mset this
th?eat. o |

On 6 Nevember General MacArthﬁr announced tha£ "a new and
fresh army now faces us, backed by a possibility of.large alien
reserves", | . |

The expected blow did not fall, however. The enemy with-
drew almost out of contact in the west and the US X Corps began
making subsfantial advances in the northeast sector.

With the Bighth Army on the left flank braced for an
attack that was hot materislizing, the X Corps and RCK troops
continued exploitation up tge east coast. On 14 November the
‘ROK Capitql Division, having taken MYONGCHON, had pushed within
90 miles of the SIBERIAN Border and was meeting strbnguNorth
Koreén resistance, Thé 17th Regiment of the 7th Division, advane-
ing against little opposition, reached the YALU River at HYESANJIN,

To tiie south ana west, however, the 1lst karine Division was
definitely meeting strong resistance, Fighting up from HUNGNAM |
against two to three Chinese Divisions, the Marines had pushed
past HAGARU and reached the CHOSIN RESERVOIR on 16 November.

With the X Corps making successful‘advances on its right
and the Chinese having withd?awn from their ffont, the Eighth Army
resumed the offensive at 1000 hours 24 November, The line at this
time ran east and west through KUJANG, with I Corpé oﬁ the.left
and IX Corps in the céhter,'bdth rorth of the CHONGCHON; and the

ROK II Corps on the right, southeast of the river,
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IX Corps, held at the time by the 2d- Division,

During the 24th and 25th of November, the UN forces
advanced against little opposition. Suddenly, on 26 November,
the ROK II Corps collapsed under heavy attack. Enemy pressure
started all zlong the line, graduazlly decreasing to the west near
SINANJU where the 24th Division was not in contact.

After shattering the ROK-held portion of the line, the
Chinese swung to the southwest on 27 November and started moving
down the river line towards'ANJU, threatening to turn the flank of

On 28 November General MacArthur announced that "we face an
entirely new war", Chinese intervention had become a reality, and
the "large alien reserves" had been committed. Estimates of the

strength of the Chinese forces throWn into the war at this time

vary from 150,000 to 600,000, as opposed to a UN strength of.

- approximately 325,000 (including 100,000 ROKs), Tt is certain,

however, that the Chinese troops were massed in decisive super-

iority at the UN center,

The ROK II Corps in the cenﬁer had disintegrated com-
pletely and was making futile attempts to establish a defensive
line south of PﬁKCHANG with elements of its 6th.Divi§ion, while
collectiﬁg stragglers from the 7th and 8th ROK Divisions.

To protect the open east flank of IX Corps the Turkish
Brigade had moved into position cast of KUNU~RI, and the 38§h
Regiment (24 Division) 'had turned its §wnAflank to the south.
From 30 November through 1 December these two units were badly
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chewed up by Chinese attacks while brotecting the flank of the
US I and IX Corpd as they-wiﬁhdrew to form a line south of the

CHONGCHON, The 8th Cavalry Regiment similarly took heavy cas-

ualties holding their position at UNSAN in order to protect
the withdrawal of the 2hth Division,

With an estimated six Chinese armies (18 divisions) and
four more armies in resérve»arrayed against the I and IX Corps!
and the right flank exposed by the collapse of the ROKs, the
CHONGCHON River line was conSWdﬂred indefensible, and al] units
were ordered to £+11 back and delay,

X Corps meanwhile was under attack by an estimated 12
Chinese divisions movihg Against the Marines, is X Corps start-
ed a withdrawal to a beachhead in the HAMHUNG and HUNGNAM areas,
the gap in the UN lines becanme greater. Contact ﬁith Eighth
Army was lost and the entire Eighth Army right flank exposéd,
inviting a Chinese flanking movement to cut the €scape route to -
‘the South, Patrols, air, and naval observation were used to
keep the gap to the east under surveillance, wblle the ROK
IIT Corps moved its Gth DlVlSlon Just northe’st of SEQCUL to
help flll the gap and give depth to the delaying action,

The ensuing fall back of the Eighth Army, mmore commonly AJ

" referred to as the "ougout" began with a successful disengage—

ment at the CHONGCHON, The 3d Battalion, 35th Regiment. (25th

Division) acted as 1 coverihg force down the SUNCHON~-PYONGYANG

road, while the UK 29th Bfigadé set up positions north of PYONGYANG
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to cover the withdrawal @hrough the city.

At 0630 hours onﬁﬁ December the Royal Ulster Rifles
crossed the TAEDONG River, completing the evacuation of the
North Korean capitol of PYONGYANG, The delaying line at this
time arced north from the mouth of the TAEDONG on the left to
near KOKSAN én the right, with Ix Corps patrolling to the east and
I Corps astride the PYONGYANG-SEOUL axis. The fall back con-
tinued under mediu@'enemy pressure,

To the north, X Corps was hastily trying to salvage its -
troops from threatened encirclement and annihilation, The‘l7th
Regiment had been withdrawn from HYESANJIN without meeting
major opposition, but the lst Marine Division was battling its
way out of an encirclement in its épic "attack in a different
direction", A link-up between the Marines and elements of the
Tth Diviéion was made at HAGARU, 2and together they fought back

to 2 link-up with 2 battalion task force from the 3d Division

" north ‘'of HAMHUNG,

3

Covered by the Bd’Division, which had been disembarked to

7

hold the perimeﬁer around gpNGNAM, the lst Marine and 7th Divis-
ions were evacuated by sea, as were the ROK Capitol Division and
other ROK units. On 16 December, elements of the Marines and
7th Division were landed at PUSAN, 5till effective‘fighting |
forces but badly chewed up.' Ihe ROK Capitol Division was landed
on the east coast norﬁh of SIMCHOK on 19 December to be gecom
mitted, |
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X Corps completed the evacuation of the HUNGNAM beachhead
on 24 December. 105,000 military personnel, 17,506 vehicles, and
350,000 measurement tons of supplies had been snatched from under
the very noses of the Chinese, An additional 91,000 civilian
refugees were also evacuated by sea,

Lt General Walton Walker, the commander of the Eighth
Army, died in a jeep accident on 23 December, and Lt General

Matthew B, Ridgeway assumed command of the still retreating Eighth

‘Army on 26 December. The UN dispositions at the time ran roughly

along the 38th Parallel, the west flank fairly well manned with

I Corps on the left and IX éorps on the right, and the east flank.
poorly held by ROK troops., Evacuated X Corps units were brought
into thé WONJU area to prevent a penetration in that area, »

| On 27 December a new Chinese attack hit between the ROK

9th and Capitol Divisions in the east central sector and penetrated
eight miles.

Four days later "the Chineée general offensive began with
attacks against the ROK 6th Division south of YONCHON, The ROK
troops once again éollapsed énd the enemy drive began pushing_
towards HONGCION and HOENGSONG against the ROK 9th Division with-
out difficulty. Moving to the east through the gap created by the

ROKs, the Chinese crossed the IMJIN River and attacked the.US,I

and IX Corps, with greatest pressure on the right flank tapering

off to the west where the 25th Division and Turkish Brigade were

out of contact, With their east flank again exposed by an enemy
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penetration through the RQKs, the T and IX Corps began a general
withdrawal, closely follaﬁed by the enemy.

A bridgehead defense was estaglished north of SEOUL by the
two US corps! to prétect their withdrawal across the HAN, only to
be penetrated and almost enveloped by enemy foot troops moving
over the frozen surface of the river. On 3 January orders were
issued to withdraw across the HAN and to abandon SECUL.

A new UN defense line was established by I and IX Cbrps
with the left flank aﬁchored on the west coast near PYONGTAEK

and then running northeast to WONJU, A task force from the 27th

‘Regiment (25th Division) probed to the north and encountered

liﬁtle or no resistance,

In the center, however, the ROK IIT Corps fell back and
the ROK I Corps on its right fell back aiso to maintain contact.
The US X Corps moved into the center to bréce the‘sagging line
and to contain the North Korean II Corps, massing north of WONJU,

Bast §f WONJU a strong enemy fofce, moving south through
the undefended mountains, posed a new threat, Unless this move-
ment were countered, the UN forces would be split down the middle
and, then laterally when the enemy turned west in a pincers
movement, The enemy force, estimated at 18,000, began their at -
tempt to divide the UN forces by an attack on WONJU on 7 January.

WONJU, on the 2d Division's right fiank, was heyld‘ by the
23d and 38th Regiments in position on ihe high ground to the south
of the'city, apd the ROK 8th Division on the left. The enemy
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assault began on 7 January with-a frontal attack of the city by
two Aivisiops while.twb other divisions moved to envelop the city
and cut the roéds to the soq#h.

| The initial attack %és’repulsed, but the enemy infiltrated
into the city at night and the next day (8 January) was taken up
in flushing out the infiltrators, On 9 January the attack was re—
suned by a reinforced enemy, who besieged WONJU and required the
UN troops.td fall back a short distance.b The 24 Division immed-
iately began probing attacks, and then from 10 to 13 January a

series of counterattacks, succeeding on 14 January in breaking up

‘the enemy assault with the help of air support. This last action

was particularly bitter in that the temperature fell to 25 below
Zero during the final counterattack, |

The main threat broken, the 2d Division'withdrew on 17
January to shorﬁen and strengthen the line, Contact between the

US X Corps and the ROK IIT Corps was re-cstablished in the YONGWOL

-area on 18 January, and the situation began to stabilize itself,

Infiltrated units and cxtensive guerrilla activity were
a very real source of danger during‘this period, with gﬁerrillas
active in the ANDONG area, as far west as MUNGYONG and as far
éouth as TAEJON, Infiltrated elements of the North Korean II
Corps at one time sefiously threatened the WONJU-TANYANG-ANDONG
road. These behind-the-lines threats were finally brought under
conirol by the action of the 2d and 7th Divisions, 1st Mafine
Division, and the ROX 3d, 5th and €th Divisions. |
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After contact was re-established in the center on 18 Jan~—
uary, I and IX Corps! started patrolling to the north, seeking the

enemy. Operation Wolfhound was launched north of SUWON 2s a recon—

naissance in force and found that the front opposite I Corps in
the west waé n§t heavilyimanned. Task Force JOHNSCON, a similar
reconnaissance in force, moved out along the ICHCN—YOJU road on
22 Januzry and found that the line in the IX Corps sector was not
held in force either. |

The first Chinese offensive had spent its momentum,

General Comments on Campaign

1. Despite the fact that Chinese forces first entered the
war on 26 October, the exéct degree of intervention was unknown for
some time, The poésibility,of "large alien reserves" was announced
on 6 November, but it would appe:r that a calculated risk was taken
that the Chinese would intervene only with a token force, The
abortive "home by Christmas".offensiQe iaunched on' 24 November would
be a logical outcome of such a decision, although the theory has
been advanced that the attack was to develop enemy intentions,

2. Regardless of whether or not the 24 November offensive
was launched on the basis of a‘calcuiated risk, the independent
~status and operation of X Corps invited disaster. The loss of
. coordinnted action between the right and left wings of the UN
forces led ?o an almost fatal partition of forces when the weak

center was crushed, The subsequent fall-back to the HUNGNAM
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beachhead by X Co?ps, wnile skillfully and successfully carried out,
exvosed the.entiré right flank of the ®ighth Army and provided the
enemy with an unparalleled opportunity to encircle and destroy the
bulk of the UN forces in Korea,

3. US forces and their commanders displayed a tendency to

see operations as extremes, Over-optimism during the exploitation

‘phase led to long penctrations without adequate flank security or

follow-up forces (e.g. the 17th Regiment push to HYESANJIN), and
separated pushes against known resistance which were virtﬁally
"volunﬁary encirclements" (e.g. the 1st ¥arine advance to the
Reservoir). Over-pessimism resulted in "bugout fever®,

As a corollary to this, however, it must be pointed out
that, with the exception of certain ROK divisions, the UN forces
fought extremely well in desperate situations’and accomplished
astonishing feats of "staying rower" when required to do so. The

astounding success of personal leadership, as exemplified by the

‘change when General Ridgeway assumed command, indicates that much

of the blame for over-optimism and over-pessimism and their unfor-

tunate results, may be laid at the door of senior commanders rather
than individuals cor junior commanders alore,
" 4o ROK troops again proved unreliable in the face of strong
attack, |
5. Chinese attacks of fixed posi?ionsvduring this period
took.the form of a heavy concentration on 2 narrow front, prefer-
ably opposite ROK troops, to effect a penetration. The Chinese
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were very adroit in finding the weak points of lines, and the
flanks and boundaries of units. Penetrations were often preceded

by infiltrations to set up strong points behind the line and cut

off the retreat of UN forces.
The Chinese withdrawal after 6 November was calculated to

lure the Eighth Army into launching an attack, during Which they

could be hit while on the move. A multiple point attack was then

used, in accordance with Lin Fiao's doctrine: "In attacking an
enémy on the march... engage him in frontal sttack while the main
forces attack his flank, Cut him in two; a strong force should

attack the center and another strong force the rear.....“2

\

Figure L7

It can readily be ceer. that adeguate flark security or a

coordinzted advance all along the front wopld present no such vul-

»

nerable flanks to the enemy to permit thic maneuver, -

123



6. The enemy preoccupation with seizing WONJU robbed
them of the opportunity to bypass the resistance and turn the
‘right flank of the entire Eighth Army. This desire to seize
and hold towns and cities is more typical of £he North Koreans
than of the Communist Chinese, who had defeated the city-bound
Nationalists for largely this very reason,

7. The superior mobility of the UN forces permitted a
ravid withdrawal from an untenable pésitién and a breathing spell
in which tc regroup. The Ghinese lack of mobility, on the other
hand, prevented close pursuit and the full exploitation of their
initial surprise, They simply could not move fast enough to take
advaﬁtage of the Eighth Army's exnosed flank,‘nor could they main-
tain sufficient.pressure on the retreaﬁing UN forces té keep the
moﬁehtum of their advanée. Further;ore, the Chinese outran their
logistical support in a very short time, 2 deficiency that was to
become even more apparent 2s the war went on,

8. The value of naval superiority‘was foreibly brought
out by the succeséful evacuauion of the HUNGNAM beachiwnd and thé
stability of coastal flanks thrcugfcat thne period, flanks that

were controlled by navel zunfir:s.

Armored Actior furir,

Infantry-Armor Task Fovrze, Cffense ¢ Perineter Defense,

The following narrative deal: with small urit wctions within a

task force, most typical of operations during the CCF intervention
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in the Korean conflict. These events comprise not only the actions
of a tank company and of infuntry companies, but in addition the
action of other type unitis: reconnaissanée company of an infantry
division; a ranger company; and a combat engineer company, fighting
as infantry.

During the latter part of November 195C in the zone of the
US 25th Infantry Division, two of its regiments, the 24th and 35th,
were on line in northwest Korea near and sout% of UNSAN, the site of
the overwhelming CCF attack on elements of the 8th Cavalry Regiment
and 70th Tank Battalion on 12 November 1950, The 24th and 35th
‘Regiments were slowly advancing north but due to terrain limita.
tions a small cofridor separated them. This corridor, or gap, was
occupied by Task Force DOLVIN, composed of Headguarters, Head-
quarters and Service4Company, and Company B of the 89th Medium
Tank Battalion; Company E, 27th Infantry Regiment; Company B,
35th Infantry Regimeht; 25th Reconnaissance Company; 25th Ranger
Company; and cone 105mm howitzer artillery vattalion in direct
support;3 This task force was commanded by Lt Col ﬁelb;rn T.

- Dolvin, also commanding officer »f the 3¢th Mediuva Tank Battal-

ion.
The plan of acticn uwrovidsd <iiat as the division advanced
north, terrain would forue tr: chth apd 35uh Paglnents together,

thereby sandwiching out Tasg Torse DOLVIN, fonsacuently this
Task Force had the mission of a series »f Jimited objective
attacks between the 24th and 35th Regiments to secure the gap
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existing between the two regiments.
At &aybreak on 23 November 1950 Task Force DOLVIN de-
parted YONGPO-DONG and moved north.via IPSOK with the mission
of seizing and securing a series of hills, A, B, C, D, and E “
(Figure 48), Company B, 35th Infantry, supported by Company
B, 89th Tank Battalion, seized Hill A with 1little opposition,
but very stiff resistance was met before capture of Hill B.
By Hightfall Task Force DOLVIN was positioned with its forward
elements between Hills B and C. During the action on this date,
Company B; 65th Engineer Battalion was supporting the Task Force
bj beihg'responsible for security of the road from YONGPO~DONG to
the vicinity of Task Force DOLVIN Command Post and the 25th ﬁecon—
raissance Company {(Figure 49). . h
On the morning of 24 November Company B, 35th Infantry
attacked and seized Hill C. Hill C being secured, the 25th
Ranger Company supported by tank fire of Company B, 89th Tank
Battalion attacked Hill B, but met very stiff resistance. Re-
peated assaults failed to secure the ohjective, and the attacking
force finally was compelled to vibrccar, CF Lng Ranger Company's
70 men in the initial =2ss=ult whav pornicg, obnly 13 remained, the
others having become casucltiza, WSinily Jompary B, 27th In-
fantry passéd throuéh whe Fareer longeny and satzed TILLE after
fierce fighting,
: During the night o1 /25 November thz t#o iifzubry
companies on Hills ¢ and E, resocectively, were supported by the
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tank company, while the reconnaissance company occupied blocking
positions on Hills A andAB (Figure 50). Throughout that night

there was an 2lmost steady exchange of small arms and mortar fire,

e gt

Some artillery fire from Task Force DOLVIN was directed at- the

e

enemy, In spite of this continuous activity there were no signif-
icant changes in the locaﬁion of any elements of Task Force -
DOLVIN,

The 25th of November found the pdsitions of the task force
fairly stable,.although enemy patrals were active in the vicinity
of forward elements of the task force, | | |
| Thé 2Lth Infantry Regiment in its zone on the right of
Task Force DOLVIN wes mesting stiffening resistance to the point
of being hard pressed in some locaﬁities._

Task Fcrce DOLVIN was dissolved on 26 November and be—
came a part of Task Force WILSON (Brig Gen WILSON, Assistant
Division Commander, 25th Infantry Division). Because of the
situation, not only within the Task Force IDLVTN area; but with-
in the 24th Infantry Regi&ent area, Ceneral ¥ilscn decided that
the Task Force was overextenéeif Thase alzments orennying Hiils

E and C were withdrawn. Ccmpanyr 8, 27k Unfaptey wock positions

on the high ground southw:st ~f 54l I «nils battlie-weary Com—
pany E, 27th Infantry mowezc coail o i Tomae WULAON 017
(formeriy Task Feroe LLVIE OF) whers it was Fad x not meal and

was supposed to get sowz nuch-nueded rest. Uenpany B, O%th Engie

neers (organized as infanicy) ulieved the «3th Jkconraicsarce
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Company on Hill B. The major portion »f the reconnaissance
company occupied HilltA, while one platoon was deployed néarby

on the "Turkey Neck" @ortion of land formed by the KURYONG River
(Figure 51). At aboué 2330 hours on ‘the 26th the reconnaissance
platoon on the "Turke& Neck", West of the main body of the task
force, suddenly was aétacked by a Chinese Communist Force of at
least éompany size, The outnumbered platoon soon &és ovefruh, a
few survivors escaping to rejoin eleﬁents of the task force to

the east, By midnight the Chinese were attacking on a largé'scale
all along the front of the 25th Division (Figure 52). At ﬁhat time
Companij, 27th infantry was moved forward from its assembly area
to the task force CP area, where it occupied defensive positions
in conjunction with the 89th's Reconnaissance and Assault Gun
Platoons, This allowed the CP defensive areé to be tied in with
the 25tﬁ Reconnaissance Company to\tﬁe north on Hill A,

\

By 0230 27 November CCF elements had broken through the

- 25th Divisicn positions in the vicinity of both boundaries of Task

Force WILSON-—between the 35th Infantry and the task force on the
left, and between the task force and the 24th Infantry on the right.
A column of "thin skinned“ vehiéleé with about 50 wounded atteﬁpted
to leave the task force area for the safety cf the redar but en-
countered an enemy road block in the vicinity of SANGGWAN—DONG;

approXimaﬁelyblOOO yards south of the task force CP;-’The wheeleéd

_vehicles were caught in the withering fire of the automatic weapons

. |
of the Chinese, and most of the 50 wounded plus many of the drivers
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~--were-killeds The few survivors escaped in the darkness, The

artillery battalion had been in position northwest of IPSOK
appfoximately 500 y:rds southwest of the roadblock but had dis—
placed to the rear without incident, just prior to the ambush 5f
the vehicles carrying wounded, (Figure 53).

At dawn on 27 ﬁovember the 25th Reconnaissancetcompany
moved from its position on Hill A to reduce phe rcadblocka. The
roadblock was neutralized aﬁd ﬁhe reconnaissance company.was
passing through that area to thé south whén reconstituted enemy
elements established anothgr roadblock in that general vicinit&,
separating the southhound company from its last platoon; Within
a short time the 2d Rattalion, 27th Infantry arrived from the
south and envelcped and destroyed the roadblock, §hereby rélieving
some of the pressure on the task force (Figure Sh)f' With the
enemy situation relatively calm, and the friendly lines having been
restored somewhat, the relief battalion then occupied bloqking
rositions north of the roadblock, allowing the battered task force
to withdraw south and regroup, in preparatioﬁ for early recome

mitment (Figure 55).

Limited Objective Attacks—vInfanﬁry Reinforcéa with Armor,
By mid-January 1951 the UN forces in western Korea'were actively
patroiling with armored task forces to seek out the enemy, dis-
fupﬁ his concentrations, and inflict maximum destruction of per-
sonnel and materiel, Vhenever pbssible tactical air was coordinat-
ed into thgse armored patrols, or raids, tc great advantage.

v .
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‘éhéhugn iﬁ%éntf&—armorvéaﬁfoi!;és.élanned for the 27th
Regimentél Combat Team to execute on 15 January 1951, The 27th
RCT was located in area 4, south of OSAN on the nirht of 14-15
January (Figures 56 & 57). Tﬁe mission of the 27th RCT was
to attack ﬁo the front in its zone on 15'January'with strong armor
task forces to disrupt enemy concentrations and inflict maximum
destruction on the enemy in the OSAN-SUWON area,
For the operation three task forces were organized within

the RCT as follows:g
' Task Force ABIE:

1st Battalion, 27th Infantry

Company C, 89th Tank Battalion

Company D, 89th Tank Battalion

Battery A, 8th Field Artillery Battalion

1 Platoon, Engineers

l.Platoén, 25th Reconnaissance Company

Tactical Air Control Party
Task Force BAKER:

2d Battalion, 27th Inféntry‘l

Company B, 89th Tgnk Battalion
Task Force CHARIJE:

3d Battalion, 27th Infantry

Company A, 89th Tank Battalion
. Compény,'Engiqeers (<1 platoon)

At 0710 hours on the 15th, Task Force ABIE attacked west
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and then north to secure the left flank of the 27th RCT, By
1600 the task force had.afrived at POYANG-NI (Pdint B). A |
?erimeﬁeg defense.for theAnight had been establiéhéd by 1820
hours,

Task Force CHARLIE jumped off at 0700 on the 15th, Task
Force BAKER follcwing CHARiIE at 0900, At 0820 Task Force
CHARLIE encountered a blown bridge over the CHTNWI-CHON River at
Point C, 2nd the vehicular movement of the task force was delayed
until 1030 while the engineers constructed a bypass, Patrcls had
reached the cutskirts of OSAN by 11453 by 1300 the réﬁainder of
Task Force CHARLIE had arriveq therg. The task force pushed its

infantrymen across the river at 0SAN, secured a bridgehead
] 2

ﬁatrolled in 2ll directions, and established contact with the 65th

Infantry (part of the 3d Infantry Division) on the right. By 1730
the bridge at Point D had been repaired, permitting the tanks to

cross and join the task force in its defensive positions north of

OSAN. . Task Force BAKER established defensive positicns just to the

south of OSAN, tying in with the defense of the 65th Infantry and
maintaining the security of the crossing site.

Early on the morning of 16 January, while Task Force ABIE
in the west continued its'attack-toward SUWON, Task Force BAKER
passed through Task Force CHARLIE and attackéd to the north. Task
Force ABIE dispatched a team consisting of Compaé& D, 89th Tank
Battalion and Company B, é?th Infantry to seize Point E which it
succeséfully completed by 1100 hours. |
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At this tine the main bdy of Task Force BAKER was at Point
H while a team from BAXER (consiéting of Company G, 27th Infanfry
and Company B, 89th Tank Battalién) was at Point I, Ieading ele-
ments of Task Force BAKER then advanced rapidly, reaching un—
occupied enemy positions (viciniﬁy Point J) some 500 yards south
of SUWON before reéeiving enemy fire., Dug to the extreme cold
weather, the bulk of the CCF troops were in the houses in SUWON,
some of them at a considerable distance from their battle posi@ions;
The team from Point I (G-R27 Inf, B-£9 Tk), having moved forward,
deployed and engaged the complétely surprised CCF troops with
tank, mortar, machine.gun, and small‘arms fire, inflipting an es—
timated 200 casualties. The suddenness of the attack by Task
‘gg;;g“§1§§ﬁ“;;;§gg‘ige enemy with a large portion of his defensive
positions undccupied. As a result the Chinese were forced to
scurry back to their battle stations under phe withering fires of
the attacking  force,

Task Forcé ABIE passed a team, consisting of Company C, 27th

Infantry and Company C, 89th Tank Battalion, through its oﬁher el-

* ements and by 1500 had secured one of ABIE!S objectives, a river

crossing at Point K, The tanks of the task force were held up by
a demolished bridge, but foot elements pushed ﬁo tﬁe southwestern -
edge of SUVDON,

| Withdrawal from SUWCN was initiated by Task Forces ABIE and
BAKER at 161600, Artillefy fire and air strikes on the town itself,

and to the southwest and southeast of SUWON covered the withdrawal,
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Whiié:ﬁitha}aWing; Taék Force BAKER engaged an estimated 100 enemy

east of the SUWON airfield, -By 1800 hours the withdrawing forces

“had established perimeters for the night, preparatory to engaging

in a coordinated occupgtion of SUWON proper, the following day.,
Almost withoﬁt exception the condition of the terrain con;
fined both wheeled and tracked vehicular movement to, the available
road net; The weather was cold and the ground coﬁered by snow.
The road network of the east column was limited, Friendiy demoli =~
tions carried oﬁt in that area during a previous withdrawalvhampered
thé advaﬁce. The road of the west colu@n was poor, hut supprorted !
tanks with difficulty, Lateral routes throughout the area of oper-
ations were of little value at this time, 4
’Aerial visibility was good on 15 January, but difficult
until midmorning on 16th due to ground haze and fog. Forty-one

flights with a total of 201 sorties were flown in support of the

operation on the first day and 27 flights of 107 sorties on the

\
second. Results on both days were excellent and totalled an

estimated 950 ehemy casualties,
Communications from the 25th Infantry Division Tactical
CP to forward elements of the 27th RCf were augmented so as to
?nsure positive control at all times, This precaution resulted
in continuous communications at all times during this operation,
Enemy in large ﬁumbers were not encountersd until SUYWON
was approached on 16 January. An estimated minimum of one Chinese

régiment was dug in around the south edge of SUWON, Approximetely
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200 enemy took attacking UN forces under fire from the roofs of

buildings. .The suddenness of tﬁe attack, plus the "flushing"
effect on the Chinese forces scattered within the buildings
created an ideal situétion for both ground and ajir attackers,
Estimated total enemy casualties were 1150, while total friendly
casualties for the entire operation were one killed and one

5

wounded,

Reconnaissance in Force—Reinforced Tank Battalion.

Tﬁroughout the Korean operations-it had been a basic element in
enemy tactlcs to feel opt the United Nations lines until a weak
point could be found prior to an?attack, Normally, the point
selected was in a ROK unit's sector. BRecause of this usual

enemy practice, the US IX Corps on 20 January 1951 directed that
the US‘lst Cavalry Division conduct a reconnaissance in force in
the general érea north of the EQK 6th Division sector. The mission
was multiple:  to develop the enemy situation in the area; dis—
rupt enemy attack preparations and destroy maximum enemy per-—

sonnel and materiel; and to demonstrate the presence of tanks

in the area. Withdrawal was to be effected before becoming‘

heavily engaged, The task force for the operation was to'include
one tan§ battalion.reinforced with infantry, artillery,. and
enginesrs. | ‘

The 70th Tank Battalion at that time was.under operational
coﬁtrol of IX Corps and was located at CHINCHéN, apﬁroximately

30 miles southwest of the forward elements of the ROXK 6th Divisiona
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Thét‘baffalibd.waé feleéséd to ﬁég ig£ é!&alry-DiQi;ioﬁ>for this
particular operation, -

Major General Gay, Comﬁanding General, 1st Cavalry Divi-
sion, decided to employ the division's organic army aireraft to
cover the entire operation, reinforced by "Mosquito" spotter
planes, and all tactical: air support available; It was further
decided that the opefation wou¥§ be initiated only in clear weather,
in order to make maximum use of 211 available aircraft, of all
t,ypes.,6

General Gay requested that Colonel Rodgers, ‘an Eighth Army
Armor Officer (formerly commanding ?Oﬁh Tank Battélion), be placed
in command of’the task forée since the operation was priharily one
of armor.7v His fequest was not §avorably considered, conse—
quently Lt Col Johnson, Infantry, Regimental Commander, 8th Cavalry,
was announced as cbmhander of the task force, which Was later to

be dssignated Task Force JOHNSON.

On 20 January, only tentative plans were discussed concern—
O ] &

"ing Task Force JOHYNSON, It was expécted that on 21 January, more

complete information would be availabie on the approaches to and
the area of the intended reconnaissance,

Supplies had become critical due to 2 supply train having
been wrecked iﬁ the south, Howevef, the division had received
40,000 gallons of gasoline and it was expected that the entire
Division would be supplied within 48 hours.

An air drop supplied some of the rations, gas, and oil;
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immense effort required by both the Air Force'and the receiving
group, The drop caused much damage to the supplies, not to men-
tion the fact that on the average one parachute in each plane did
nét open, normally resulting inﬁthé total destruction of that
package.8 |

On 21 Januery, in accordance with the.IX Corps directive,
the 1lst Cavalgy Division issued orders to effect thé accompliéhment
of Task Force JOHNSON,

Elements comprising Task Force JOHNSON'wéré the 70th Tank -
Battaiion; 2d Battalion; 8th Cavalry; Battery C, 99th Field
Artillery Battalion; 1 platoon of Company C, 8th Bngineer Battalion;

: 3d platobn of Heavy Mortar Companj, 8th Cavalry; and medical sup-- -
- port from,Medical Company, 8th Cavalry, The task force was to be
assisted by divisionél orgénic aircraft, Mosquito observation
planes, and a flight of tactical air suprort,
'Organization of Task Fofce JOHNSON was as followsz9
Team A — Lt Col Jennings, Commanding
Company I, 8th Cévalfy
Company A,\70th Tank Battalién
- Command Group, Headquarters 3d Battalion, 8fh
| , o Cavalry
| Team B — Capt Fraser, Commanding
Company B, 70th Tank Battalion

Company X, 8th Cavalry
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81mm Mortar Platéon, Company M, 8th Cavalry
Team C — Lt Col Ziein, Commanding

Company C, 7Cth Tank.Battalion

Company L, 8th Cavalry

Battery C, 99tnh Field Artillery Batﬁalion

Reconnaissance Platoon, 70th Tank Battalion

75mm Recoilless Rifle Platoon, Company M, 8th

Cabalry

3d Platoon, Heavy Mortar Company, 8th Cavalry

1 Platoon, Company C,.8th Engineer Battalion

Lt Col Johnson was directed to assemble his task force at
DUGOUY  south of CHUKSAN, on the night of 21 January.

From that point, it wés to jump off at 220700 and proceed
along the river road (reference points along route were designated
for reporting progress). |

The point marked HOME was designated as a reserve area and
artillery position area, Team G was directed to remain at this
proint with the mission of providing security for the aftillery.

It was also ordered to be prepared to assume blocking positions
in the vicinity of the oass approximately 2,500 yards north of
HOME and to cover the withdrawal of Teams A and B,

The mission of Team B was to proceed to lSi‘BAéE and 2D
BASE and to then dispatch patrols, blocking toward the north and
west, |

Team A was to proceed northeast toward 3D BASE as far as
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possible; and to return, evenzgf its objective had not been reached,
at 221500, Team A was instrucﬁed to return along its route of |
advance, Team B was to followaeam A, and the withdrawal of both
units was to be covered by Team C.

Fof the infantry portion of the task force General Gay
deliberately selected the 3d Battalion, 8th Cavalry (the unif that
suffered heavy casualties at UﬁSAN, 1 November 1950). It wﬁs
hoped that this unit would be able to "flush out" the enemy in
order to alloﬁ the Air Force to demolish them.

Intelligence'reported that ‘two North Korean divisions were
located north and east of KUMYAN@JANG»NI (this town was two or
three miles west of the laft boundary of Task Force JOHNSON),
Reports further listed z CCF company, armed with automatic weap-
ons, situatedifour miles east of KB YANGIANG-NI. Three enemy
regiments were revorted by a FOW to be located in the area of ‘the
proposed reconnaissance, This last report had been corroborated
by ROK patrols and civilians (Figure 58).

All élements of Task Force JOHNSON were assembled in the
task fqrce assembly arez DUGOUT (at CHUKSAN) by 212140 January.

| Task Force JOHNSON jumpéd off at 220700, as scheduléd,
- .
Order of march was Team B, Team A, Reconnaissance Platoon, 70th
Tank_Battalign, Battery C, 99th Field Artillery Battaliocn, and
Team C. ' ’

Mission-of.Team B was.sweeping from HOME to 18T BASE and

ZD BASE, establishing blocking positions to the west and covering
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movemenf éf Team A to the west.

‘Wission of Team A was to sweep from HOME to 3D BASE and
patrol 2ggressively until 221430,

Mission of Team C was initially in reserve, to provide
§ecurity for artillery ahd to be p;gpared to assume blocking posi~
tions in vicinity of Z and to cover withdrawal of Teams A and B,

Team B crossed the IP at DUGQUT at 220700, procecded di-

rectly to HOME through a battalion of the ROK 6th Division at

PAEGAM-NI, From HOME the advance was slowed, but continued steadily
to YANGJI-RI, The village was cleared and secured, Foot elements
were dispatched to 1ST BASE and 2D BASE while elements of the
Team proceecded to the west a distance of approximately 1,500 yards,
The foot patrol that was dispatched to 2D BASE was ambushed at
about 221115 by concealed machine guns, rssulting in two killed '
and three ﬁounded. The patrol had passed machine gun positions
withoutkseeing them, as ﬁhe emplacements were completely covered,
As frlenle trecops passed, the occupants raised the cover of the
foxhole, flred a short burst, and withdrew into the hole.lo The
atrol was unable to dislcdge the enemy so it withdrew @o the main v
force where they reported the location of the.machine gun posie

tions. Tanks engaged the reported locations, Enemy troops in the

‘vicinity of 1ST BASE permitted leading elements of the Team to

pass before opening fire, and then cnly on light vehicles return-
ing to the rear, The enemy positions were engaged by tanks, mar-
chine guns and mortars. Postions examined near the lead elements
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of Team B, showed deep emplacements, well spread, just above the
level of the road.  Patrols were not dispatched to the top of the
hill in this area. Friendly zir reported a rel;tively heavy defense
position on the reverse slope:of}BT BA4SE, Three separate strikes
were placed on those positions and villages in the ravines to the
northeast, followed by heavy ;rtillery concentrations, vResults
were reported as exéellent,

Téam A followed Team B ffom HOME 30 minutes latér in order
to permit Team B tn clear and secure the town of YsaNGJI-RI, 4an air
strike was requested on a village on thé'right flank of the route »f
advance cf Team A. Artilléry cénéentr&tions on the route of
advance were planned but not executed, when communications fziled
between the forward observer with the team and the firing battery,
The first observer had 2 1:250,000 map, which was practically use-
less. This deficiency was corrected when the second observer
arrived with a 1:50,600 map,ll' When Team A réahced OCHON-NI foot
patrols were dispatched to the east Wﬁere ROK elements had re-
ported ~ne enemy company. As Team A reached M foot patrols were
dispatched northesst to 3D BAﬁE; There was no evidence of eneﬁy,
but thére were 2 few civilians in.the area, -Civilians reported
that a mixed force of 1,200 North Kereans and CCF had gone’throﬁgh
the town of OCHON-NI on the night of 20 January, stopping on1y
long enough to eat. This force'was reported as bdgnd for WONJU (30
miles east of ICHON), The road surface was such that there was

little indication of heavy traffic, virtually no vehicular traffic,
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/éﬁﬁfiﬁéiééfhsriéadiné>ééi&illéé%;7near the road indicated only

the nofmal traffic of the few civilians still in the area; Team

A was ordered to withdraw at 221305 when Team B remmrted that

the enemy was capable »f flzpking its position and interfering
“with the withdrawal of Team A, This report was based on the
frequency of airlstrikes and thes varied spoﬁs'at w@ich they were
hitting, However, the nature of the route of withdrawal was such
that it was’imperative that as much daylight_as passible be‘a§ail—
able for the movement ?f tanks, Snow and ice on the narrow roads
were a‘serio;s impediment to tank movement,

Team B continued to engage in inﬁermittent f;re fights with
the enemy until 221510, In addition to small arms 2nd machine guns,
a few rounds of mortar (estimited =s 60mm and 82mm) fell with n;
apparent target or pattern, a total of nine rounds. As the team
'coiled up, ﬁrepardtory‘to withdrawing, 12 more mortar rounds' fell
100 yards west of ﬁhe road junction at YANGJI-RI, The mortar .
positioné were never located, - All commanders werec guzried and
they repcrted that'they were unable to hear the soun df mortar
firing, observing the rounds only as they fell, A4As Team B cléared
YANGJI—RI,'they received small armé, machine gun, and one hand
grenade, indicating that the enemy was moving in to establish
a roadblock, No casualties resulted in this action,

| Estimates of ground troops in the Team B area varied from
12 to 15 enem&'obserﬁed, The infantry'company comnander estimated
that.ls enemy were killed by ground fire and two machine guns knock-
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~ed out. ,Despite—priorlcoordination and the agreement that no

ROK patrols would work north qf the 18 grid line, one patr&l from
the ROK 19th Regiment was pickéd up in YiNGJI-RI, at-about 221145,

The artillery air obségver reported what he believed to be
an enemy CP at N,- Artillery fire resulted in a hasty abandonment
of the largest building in the;village. Precision fire on the
building and subssquent artilléry fire in the arsa resulted in at
least five énemy killed, Othef villages ih thé zone of operation
were taken under artillery fire and left burning,

Team C diqused one tank platoon in the pass northvof
HOME-to cover the withdrawél of advance elements through this bottle-
neck., The 70th_Tank Battalion, Reconnaissance Platoon, patyolled
with tanks between feams A and B, and by véﬁicle from YANGJI-RI
to HOME to ﬁeep the road open, No enemy contact was reported at
any time during its patrols,

£11 elements of Task Force JOHNSON returned to DUGOUT
(at CHUXSAN) on 22 January withdut further incident except for
thé tremendous difficulties in movement of the vehicles over tge
ice—coatéd roads, In_many instances stréw ats had to be placed on
the road in order to gain traction on the icy roads;’

Throughout the dzylignt hours of.the operation army air-
Qreft was overhead, overwatching the task force. This preveﬁted
ambushes,~reconnoitered routes; and greatly expedited the move-
ment of thg various elements of the task force.12

v
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Comments on Armored Action -

1. Infantry - Armor Task Fdrcé, Offense to Perimeter

Defense, '
a. Conclusions:
(1) Infantry-heavy task force was suitable for
the mountainous terrain involﬁed in this action, -

. (2) Units of different types (in this action,
rifle, tank, ranger, recénnaissance,‘and eﬁgineer companies) re-—
guire mosf careful and coordinated employment in order to obtain
maximﬁm-advantage from their capabilities, and to minimize adverse
effects’ofAtheir limitations,

(3) Proficiency in perimeter defense is essential

for cémbating an enemy such as the CCF,

(4) loss of the wounded at the roadblock might have

been prevented if armored personnel carriers had been available and

employed,

! b, Recommendations:

(1) coordinated training of different arms must
be conducted at all ﬁnit levels, We must notlconfine our train-
ing to désiraﬁie or "typical" situations, . Commanders 2t all
levels must know the capabilities-and limitations of other units,
in addition to those of their OWNe

(2) In training, each individuag must.be made to
realize that war is not always victory, but most victories are
preéeded by some reverse;. Every attempt must be made, through
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_ prior training, to minimize the' results of these reverses, Train-—

]
ing in perimeter defense is a must,

(3) 4 study should be conducted to determine
the feasibility of employment of an armored carrier for trans-
porting wounded, not only for armored units, but for infantry
units as well, A wounded man cannot protect himself, by "taking

to the diteh", for example, as readily as other personnel,

2. Limited Objective Attacks = Infantry Reinforced with

a. Conclusions:

(1) Well-planned and violently executed operations
will pay off, That is shown by the comparison of friendly and
enemy casualties in this operation,

(2) The "flushing" of the enemy by the ground
forces presented the tactical aircraft with an ideal situation,

b. Recommendations:

-

.(l) Leaders must be made to realize the advan-
tage,'in many instances, of well-planned but violently executed
dperétiqns as oppoéed to overvcautious? slow-moving operations
that often reveal intentiogs_to the enemy and allow him to pre-
pare for every friendly move, |

(2) Ground comnanders should use tactical air
support it @vefy opportunity to aid in exploiting the slightest

opportunity, Success is easier through operations employing

.coordinated teamwork of ground and 2ir arms, than if -the infanﬁry,
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tanks, artillery, =nd tactical aircraft all fight isolated, individ-

t

ual battles,

3. Reconnaissance in Foyce'— Re%pforéed Tank Battalion.
a. Qonclusions; x
(lj Even £hough the task force was not heavily
enéaged during the operation, i% must be considered as being
successful in accomplishment of?its nmultiple missién, in,developihg

the enemy situation in the area, disrupting enemy attack preparations

~and destruction of enemy perSonﬁel and materiel, and the demonstra-

tion of the presence of tanks in the area,
(2) Composition of the task force and of the
teams was tactically sound, when due consideration is given to the

mission, and to the terrain and condition thereof, Even though

the tanks experienced difficulty in negotiating some of the icy

slopes, the advantages of their armor and fire power outweigh
the trafficability restrictions,

(3) Continuous overwatching of the operation by

army aircraft renders invaluable assistance to the units on the

ground, pgrticularly in such mountainous terrain with the additional

limitation of a limited road net. Also, one must consider the

additional confidence instilled in the ground unit, knowing that

their "eyes" are searching ahead for routes, bypasses, obstacles

and minefields, suspected ambush areas, and most of all, the enemy,
(h) This action clearly revesls the\iﬁherent flex—

ibility ofla tank battali@n, One must remember that fhis was the
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'Tsamc tank battallon that usually was apprortioned out to the three
regiments of the lst Cavalry Division, thence down to battalions

and company sized infantry units for tactical operations.

b. Reqommendatioﬁs:
Trafficabilit& of tanks on icy slopes must be
improved to enable our forces%to have so~called "all weather!
capabilities, The placing ofgstraw mats in front of the tank on

the ice by dismounted troops 1s not a feasible solution, especially

if the tanks are receiving enemV fire, of anJ type.

NOT&ES FOR CH&PTER 5

lGeneral MacArthur's communigue of 28 November 1950
includes the comment that the Chinese attack "has shattered the
high hopes that we had entertained that the intervention of the
Chinese was only of a token nature,..“

Ilpatenant Colonel Rigg, Robert B, Red China's Fighting
Hordes, (harrwsburg,Pa., Military Service Publishing Co., 1951), ,
p 206, _ o » -

3 R . o
Interview with Captain Robert VI, Harrington, Commanding,
25th Reconnaissance -Company, period 23~27 November 1950.

A"Outstandlng Limited Objective Attack", Armor Combat
Lesson Bulletin No. 16 Headquarters 1 US Coros, 1 Aprll 1951
. pl.
SIbiq, P 2.
Oy Diary, 1st Cavalry Division, 20 January 1951,
TIbid. |

8Ibid,
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“Ibid, 21 Januafy 1951, .

101bid, 22 January 1951,
Hypig, .

-~ Pinterview mith 1t Colonel Jack R. Met
Executive Officer, 70th Tank Battalion, period
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CEAPTER 6
FIRST UN COUNTEROFFENSIVE (25 JANUARY TO 21 APRIL 1951)
General conduct qf'the cempaign;},“159
General comments on Campaign....., 1EH
Armored action during campaign,... 165

Comments on armored actlon....m,;;»196

General conduét bf the campaign

The initial Chlnese offen51ve had ground to a halt and.
the United Nations forces in Kdrea were just recoverlng from &
severe attack of "bugout feverﬁh"The fevér had not done'as mich
physical damage as had been feéred‘ét first, but the petients’
.self confidence had-been‘shakeﬂ. There was little enthusiasm
for the prospectbof pushing batk up the peninsula to seize the
ground Jjust recently aban40ned, in the pureuiﬁ of what seemed

S to be an unattainable objective --- an end to the Korean war.
Even if all the Chinese were driven out of Korea, there would
be no end:. Short of clearing the entire laﬁd maes of Asia, how
could any decision be reached? The doubts of the Bighth Army
were soon resolved, however, when they received a mission that

. the& %Guld understand and appreciate —-- to kill Chlnese

@o the UN soldier the war assumed a very personal and

atlefylng %asis’when eieraleﬁiﬂgémay announced "We~are rot

intetested &n real eSf_,AE We are<i&%erested only 1n 1nflicting
- casuai‘bieé‘ s e ohioky ith minimum logses $0 our'-

selves, - To do this we must wage a war of maneuver — Qlaeh hé
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at the enemy when he withdraws and fighting delaying actinns when

. he attacks," At last the individual had a definite objectiye,

to kill as many of the encmy as he could, and a mission which

would provide tangible results,

The first move towards accomplishing this new mission was

Operation Thunderbolt, launched on 25 Janvary, A limited offen-
sive withemphasis on lateral sécurity, Thundorbolt differed from
previous UN offensives 1n that*the advance was purposely slow and

methodical, Ground was taken ,but this was 1nc1denta1 to the an-

~ nihilation of the enemy. A_li@ited objective was assigned and

taken, then the advance stopped until the re-taken ground was
thoroughly "digestcd", Rear areas were carefully cleared, Ad-
vancing troops ofganized one position before prcparing an attack
to take the next, Exploitation was abandoned entirely, and pursuit
of the enemy was conducted only Yo maintain contact, Right and
left.flanks were carefully tied in to adjacent units, and no unit
was permitted to race ahead of adjoining units to create a wul-
ncerable salient. All around security was stressed;

Another innova£ion was the use o% armorec. raids to push
to close-in obgectlves (communlcatlnn and supply centers) harasa
ing the enemy and destroylnb supplies anc thvn returning to the
UN lines before nightfall, To the tankers, this was a ‘welcome
change from ihe' d;cxys of fighting into an cncirclement by the

l

eneny and then fighting out again,
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‘Operation Thubderbolt bezan primarily as a reconnaissance

in force, with I Corps on the left led by the 25th Di\fision and
Turkish Brigade and IX Corps on the right led by the lst Cavairy
Division and 3d Division., The ogeration slowlv assumed the role
of a full scale attack, ﬁ_n_til at jt.he end of eighteen davs the
Eighth Army had regained the line of the HAN River and inflicted
the larger part of 70,0C0 casualties upon the enemy.

On 5 February X Corps launched a similar offensive in

conjunction with the ROK I and I1I Corovs. Operation Roundup, as

it was called, was aimed at inflicting maximum casualties on the

North Korean II and V Corps. One significant differcnce between

Rou_ndb.p and Thi_mderbolt, however, was the emphasis on tving in
flanks. = Corps had little contact on its west flanlc west of
HOL’@I.%\Q?G:',%OE‘JG and bad weather seriously curtailed aerial observation,
Roundup's advance was slowed bv the difficnlt terrain; and on |
10 February, when the weather cleared, acrial observers reported
that the enery was moving southeast into the X Corps sector,

The air reports reccived prompt cornfirmation the next dav
when three Chinese divisions stﬁ;ck the ROK ?th Division nine
miles northwest of HOENGSONT and routed it, ‘At fhe same tirﬁe
iOMJU was threatened from the north and northwest,

On 12 Februaryﬁhe 38th Regiment (2& Division) was hit
Just north of HOEI\EGSONG and surrounded. The fégimcnt, with the
aid of the Netherlands Battalion, fought its way out of the en-

‘circlement by mid~afternoon and withdraw towards WONJU, An
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‘attempt at courterattack by the ROK 3d and 5th Divisions failed,

and by 13 February WONJU it self was under attack,
WONJU was defended by a strong UN force (187th RCT,
Netherlands Battalion, two battalions of ROKs, the 9th Regiment,

and the 38th Regiment), but the 2d Division's third regiment,

- the 23d (with the French Batt%alion attached), was conducting an

isolated defense of CHIPYONG'.% By mid-morning of 14 February
the 23d Regiment was surrourgxded and under attack by three
Chinese divisions. The regir;w:nt held the city until 15 Febru-
éry when ‘a tank~infahtry team of the 5th Cavalry Regiment broke
through the encirclement and raised the seige of CHIPYOMG, The
Chinese withdrew. \

East of WONJU in the mountains, the North Koreans had

pushed to within seven miles of CHECHON and had turned thé X

. Corps flank. To rec-establish the line, t"c Eighth Army launch-

ed Operation Killer on 21 February. With more emphasis on

lateral security and :’depth,' E_’;l_}:_}_gg_ fared much more sucéessmlly'
than Roundup. The advance was intentionally a slow one, hut

in three days the 7th Division had taken PANGNT and the 2d
Division was overlocking t he 'PANGNII:'..L-—"?%_"ON,_TU road,

The immedi ate enemy rcaction was a penetration between

‘the ROK 7th and 9th Divisions in the ROK III Corps sector. The

gap was plugged rapidly, if only partially, by the ROK Capitol -
Division. The advance was resumecd and the lst iarine Division

neared HOE'CSONG.
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A1l three US Corps' began a coordinated advance on 7

‘March, as Operation Ripper got under way, Tlhe immediate ob-

Jective of Ripper was again to inflict maximum casualties on

the‘enemy, and thereby also to mintain constant pressure up-
on him, Secondary, or "rcal estate", objectives were to out-
flank SEOUL and force its evac:uation, and to Scize or render

untenable the supply center of CHUNCHON,

With X Corps meeting t?he most resistancc, Rinpcr ﬁOVvd

slowlv and steadlly north untll bv mld- \arch the 11n’> hnad ad-
vanced rlfteen miles to a oos:.‘olon runging cast and west thrcugh
HONGCHON,
Patrols of t'ms ROK 15th Regimr:nt (1st ROK Division)
re-entered SEOUL on 15 March and the entire left flank of I
Corps was hrought up the next day,
Cne week later, on 22 arch, ‘the &th C avalry Reoant
ent ered CHUNCHOM. On 23 ilarch an airborne drop was made at
VUNSAN by the 187th RCT in‘héées of cutting the es’cépo route
of a sizeable number of ¢nemy. .ost of the enemy esc “aok.d the ‘
trap, and a link-up with the a.Lrbornc troops was made without .
. difficul\:by by tro ops of the ‘7th Reginmunt ‘and the 6th Tank |
Batfcalion. | | R
| The cnemy's main force ‘hdd ‘lﬁrgel_v disappcared, but

thare were indications that a counterattack was bdildiﬁg up

in the CHORWON area, In order to have as short and dafensible

a line as possiblé, the Eighth Arny was order:d to a line on
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tﬁé”high"gréﬁhd“HEFEE‘Bfmfﬁéfgéfgwéé;;ii;iwrrThu new Yine was
116 miles long, with 14 miles of tidal flat on the le*‘t flank,
12 miles of the HFACHON RiSER VOJ’R in the center, and rugged and
roadluss terrain on the rlght f lank, UN disvositions at this
time were, from left to right:' I Corps (ROK 1st, US 2d, 2_5th
and 24th Divisions), IX Corps (UK 27th Brigadec, ROK 6th divi-
sion, 1lst Cavalry Division, and 1st ilarine Division' in reserve),
X Corps (US 2d and 7th Divisions, ROE s5th Divisibn) , and on
the east coast the ROK I and III Corps in colum of divisions
for security and denth,

The advanc;,e to the new linc was slow, with the 7th
Division and ROK Str\ Division me,otlng stiff resistance in ‘the
- CHOYAIG River area, With the capture of the HWACHON RES‘:?RVOIR
and the establishment of the line, a drive towards CHORWON was
undertaken, with th\, intention of exerting prossure on the foree
‘bulldlng up there,

Enemy reaction became stronger and stronger,-

Gencral co wcnts on campaien
~——___.D__

1. Tna mv’cbod;cal advances of Tkmnderoolt Yﬂlw and

Ripper restored tho confldence and morale of tne Eighth Army in
addition to accomplis} ﬂlng their mission of killing Chinese,
The: acquisition.of "real cstate" was :mc;dental, although
deflm.te objectives were esswgncd The pressure maintained on
b”lld"Up Areas and sunply cvnters served to koep the enemy off
balance, |
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The f‘,.llurc of R__qgu was due prlmarllv to a fail- -
‘ure to tie in flanks. The subsequent success of 1{__1_1__133 demon~
Strated that disposition in depth and prompt reaction to enenmy
efforts could minimize the effects of =an ;ene_mv penetration,

2. The Chlnese again proved themselves adept at find-
ing weak spots .m the UN lines and t&r(ln,‘z advant age of them. ‘
Exposed flanks were mrtlcularlv wlnerable,

Tbc movement of the North Koreans through the moun-
tains to turn the flank of X Corps again -pointed up‘the fallacy
of relying on terrain gbstaclés to prevent the mmlrement of what
was essentially an army of foot troops.,

3. The enemy lost his chance for decisive action when
he failéd to .by-pass WONSU and CHIPYONG, 1nstead of trying to
reduce t he two c:ttles‘. o a flagrant violation of the princ:.ple

" of the objective, There is good reason to believe that the in-
flaxibilit v of t he “Iort ¥orean and Chinese Armiesl is sﬁ,ch‘ that
a large attack, once launched, cannot be alteréd in sufficient
time to exploit an'unexpected situation, Such may have been
the cause for the fruitless attempts to take Wwonry and CHIP-

YONG when. the real c*‘:mge for success lay elsewherb. .

Armored action d‘uring ‘CéaMp'xign

Armomd opeamtlons daring thm pomod were for the most

part characterizead by the use of ta,mw in the :mfpntry éomepb

of sustained dofense or as overwatchlmg fire for th@ infantry on
% | ~ limited objective attacks
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There are i‘our 1nstances in Whlch tam{s were used Wu1Ch
bring out some very important points, These will be covered in
detail in this chapter, | '

| The first of these is Operation PUNCH, which is an
excellent cxample of the use of amored task forces in the
so~ca_lled "killer" ooeré.tion.

The second is Task Force CRO' T Z which shows th'a use

of armor to break through to an eneireled frlendlv unit.

‘The third is Task rorce GROWDON which is an excellent
example qf the use of an armored task force in a link uplopera-
tion with an airborne drop; o
| The fourth is an example of the use of tanks both in a
direct and indirect fire role in support of a river éroséinc

It is believed that these operatlono, although by no
means th\, only ODbI'athI'lS in which tanks were used durinp this
period, will best bring out. the points to be learncd concern-
ing armored ooc,ratlons durlng the period,

Op““f’tlon PUNCH Opewatlon PUNCH is oné of the better

exXamples of‘ a completely l'lt egrated tea,m of armor and 1nfantrv
working together,

During the early part of February 1951, the 25th

Infartry Division had its command post in the town of SUvON

along with the command‘post of I Corns, At this time thc,

% : - enc,mv he:eld the high ground to the nort.h of the town and was
IR : ~ well dug in and org{mlwd on this ground I Corps issued an
i ' ‘ '
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operations order for what was to be called Opf'aration PUNCH,

This order called for the infantry to seize and secure the
high hill mass at Hills 440 and 431 by direct assault, At
the samc time the ammor was given the mission of attacking in-
to the enemy flanks and rear in order to disorganize and dis~
rupt the enemy and to inflict maximum casualties upon him,
Two .armored task forces were organized for this operation, The
first of these was Task ?orce BARTLETT which was composed of the
followl;n:: units:
éith tiedium Tark Battalion (+ Company C)
2nd Battalion, 27th Infartry Regiment
1 platoon of li~lés (quad cal, ,50 machine guns)
1l.platoon, Company A, 65th Engineer Combat Battalion
Medical and Signal uet wchmerrbs, 25th Infantry Division
TACP
The, s»cond task force was Task Force DOLVIN which was commoSed
of the follow1ng units-
89th ledium Tank Battalion (- Companies A, C, and D)
Comp:my C, 64th iedium Tank Battalion
1st Batt'allon, 27th Infantry Regiment
1 platoon of i=16s (quad cal. ,50 machine guns)
1 Platoon, Company A, 65th Engincer Combat Battalion
¥edical and Signa al Det achments, 25th lnf'mtry Division
TAuP : : . SR : ‘ :
The plan fo'r'the 'utilization of these t’wo taSk forces,
as env151oned by the 25th Infantry D1v1810n, was for Task Force
BARTLEIT to attack along the left ro< d toward MOKKAI=NI and then-
east in the dujectlon of ANYANGle? Task Force DOLVIN was to
attack -along the main supply route lecading through ANYANG-NI to
YONGDUNGPO, Upon reaching ANYANG-NI they were to turn west and
contime. the attack until effecting a junction with Task qucé
| 167 |
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‘BARTLETT. It must be remembéred that the objéctive fof these
vattacks was to inflict maxirum casualties on the_eneﬁy and not
to gain ground or sciaze definite terrain objectives,
| On 3 February both task forces moved into assembly areas
in the vicinitv of SUWON. Here they began their preparations
for the coming oneration, |
On 5 February at O745 hours Task Yorce BARTIETT crossed
the line of departure. Thé objective for this dav, as set down
by the battalion commander as a means of contrél, was the ridge
: : \
line in the vieinity of MOKKA&-NI. The column advanced through
moderate to heavy resistance and securéd the obicctive by 1525
hours. During the advance they ran into several mine ficlds
besides the resistance offcered by enemy infantrv, Upon reach- -
ing their assigned objective and notifying the Division Command-
er of tﬁe 25th Infantry Division of that fact, they were order-
fed £o return to their original assemblv area, The task force :
retraced its path and arrived in the vicinity of SHWON prior
to dark.
~On the.éamc day, 5 Februarﬁ, Tésk Force DOLVIg crossed
the line of departure at 0700 hours. The objzctive which this
battalion established for the day was the high ground to the
cast of-AﬁYAN.~NI and the eastern portion of the town, - The
.colﬁmn a&vanced.witﬁout any great difficulty and secured the
objectives by 1250, It was also ordered to return to its assembly

area and succeeded in closing into the area prior to darkness,
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The-ée vb’.thdrawls baLck to the ‘.avssern‘oly al;eaé wex;e not
included in thé orlglnal op\.ratlon plan‘but were made necess ary
because the flenks of the two penetratlons had not been secured
and it was feared that the columns would be very vulnﬂrable to
infiltratien attacks during the night, Another gaps;der;ap;on
in this matter was the expgctation that these withdr.awls;. w_nou:'lid
causc the cnemy to reoccupy t';Hose positions from which he héd
been expelled, It was felt at this time tﬁat this act_,i,on; bn
the part of the enemy w:nld be. very favorable to the a¢comp}_.ishr
ment of the mission, whick; was to inflict maxdimum casualtiés up-
on him, In other words, the division was attempting to figfrb the
enemy on ground which we had chosen, )

At this time the plan for the two task forc_e§ to join
east of ANYANG-NI wés changed by the division commander to a
more ambitious plan,_, which ca;lcd for the juncti .on o be made
in the vicinity of YOSEN, wn;ph is north of the ma}n YONGDUNGPO~
INCHON highway, o |
| Task Fd;cg BART:LETT again crossed the line of departure
at 0720 on 6 February, The task forde crossed with two feéms
abreast and advanced approximately 2000 yvards bavond the prev:Lous

dav's ‘advance, The enemy reSlstance on this dav 1mreased con-

's1derablv over that of the prcv1ous dﬂv, This may be attrlbuted

inepart-to the lessenlng of the ela,merrt of surprlse. It Was 91-

SO . found thpt roads wh1 ch had beern cleared of mnes the prev:Lous

day - h“d been rem;.ned to a great extent, Altbo_ugp th;is c_ap_sed
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o material damage, it did slow the advance materially. At

1205 hours the team was ordered to again return to the assembly
erea.

On this day, Task Force DOLVIN crossed the line of de~
parture at O745 hours, By 1400 hours it had reached a point
about 1000 vards further than the limit of advance of the pre-
vious day. It sent a patrol along the SR to a point about
30600 yards north of ANYANG-NI. At 1420 hours this patrol had
become heavily engaged and was forced to return to the task
force. At this time the task force commander received orders
to return to the assembly area. As was discovered in the zone
of Task Force BARTLETT, it was found that cnemy resistance was
considerably greatcer and that the roads in the areé had‘been re~
mined,

On 7 February btoth task forces crossed their respective
lines of departure at 0700 hours. Both task forces advanced
through moderate to heavy resistance during the morning and early
afternson.v'By 1430 hours Task Forée ﬁOLVIN had reached a posi-
tion about 2000 yards north of ANYANG-NI, Here‘it was relieved
by the 2nd Battalion of the 35th Infantrv Regiment. Upon comple-
tion‘of the relief the task force returned to an assembly area in
blockiné»position behind the main line of resistance. By 1500
hours Taék Pbrce‘BAHTLETT had reached the same cast-west line as
that attained by Task Force DOLVIN on this day. It was relieved

in this position by the Turkish Armed Force Command 2and also re~
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turned to an assenmly.a£ea in a blocking position behind the MLR,
This is the first time that the gains made by either of the task
forces had not been relinquiéhéd to the enemy in the early after-
noon, By this time the 25th Infantry Division had been ablé to
clear the enemy from the area between the roads and was able to
effect the relief without fear of creating dangerodsly expcéed
salients into the enemy lines,

During the relief of Task Force DOLVIN on 7 February,
troops of the task forée observed troops on a hill to the south-
west of the task force, Not mowing whether these obéervcd
troops were enany or friendly, they contécted task force head-
quarters. They were informwdjthat thefe were no friendly troops
in the arca so thcy proceeded to take the troops under fire
with smll arms, Artillery was called for on the target by the
tcam commander. Before the artillery was able to bring these
troops undsr fire the task force informed the team commander

that the supposed cnemy troops they had observed were friendly

clements of the relieving force. Fortunately no casualties were

suffered through this mistake in identity., This brings out the

point that task forces mst work in very élosc coordination with
friendly units in the rear and on both flarks, and insure that
communication aﬁd liaison are esbablished with these units if
possible,

On 8 and 9 February the two task forces con-
tinued their advance and by 1500 hours on 9 February both were

’

in a position where they could fire their tank cannon into the
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city of YONGDUNGPG. Both task forces were dissolved that night
and replaced by Task Force ALLEP, which was to operate directly

under I Corps control., The mission of this task .force was to

~Inflict maximum casualities op the enemy and to clear the zone

§

south of the HAN River,

In this operation the original order did not specify
the tactics to be adopted by‘:the task forces, The division
commander of the 25th Infantty Division made the d.ecisioh' to
withdraw the two task forcesi each night, This d@cision Was
made on a dally basis about 1200 hours each day.

The method of operation adonted by both task forceé is
worthy of notice,  Hach tank company was teamed with an in-
fantry company. The infantry and tank company commanders were
togeiher éontinuously, with the inf antrym'an riding on the rear
deék of the tank company commander's tank. The infantry commander
actually ordered the halt oi“ the column when encountering
res‘istance as well as directing their fire and deployment, No
tank guns were fired whiie infantry was mounted on the tanks,

The 4i-16s were split into two sections and each lead team was.
given one of thesc scctions. Air and artilleéry support were
used at every oppér.tunity and their fire was very effective.

At the completion of the operation 2 total of A,2.Sl
enemy dead were counted while the United Nations forces casu-
alties totaled less than 100,

It Col DOLVIN had this to say of the opcration:
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"The comﬁlete success of the pperation was due to the complete

integration of the two staffs. We thought and acted not as

. tankers and as infantrymen, but as men confronted with a single

problem .., and I'11l add that the quad ,50s are an extremely
ef fective weapon in this type' of operation.”z'

Task Force CROMBEZ . ©On 14 Februarv 1951, the 5th Cavalry

Regiment of the 1lst Cavalry Division received an alert order to
cross the HAN River and move to a position in the vicinity of
HUPO-RI in prepafation to move north to relieve the 23d Infantry
Reéiment in the vieinity of CHIF‘?ONG—NI. The 23d Infantry Regi-
mental Combat Tcan, complcete with a batta'lion of artillery, had
become surr‘ounded and cut off fror:n‘ overland support by a greatly
numerical ly superior enomy force, At this time the 5th Cavalry
Regiment was the rescrve regiment for the 1st Cavglry Division,

This alert order ivas accomplished during the nisht of
14-15 February without incicent. The regiment moved into an
assembly area in the vicinity of HUPO-RI prior to dawn'on 1:,he
morning of the 15th. |

At C70C hours 15 February the regi‘ment moved out of the

assembly area and started its advance to relicve the beleagered
23d RCT. The 1lst Battalion led the advance and moved wit hout
resistance to the vicinity of Hill 143 whére it éstablished
contact with the ehemy at 1005 hours. This encry i‘or;ce nurbered
an estimated 300-600, employing small arms, automatic weanons

and mortars, The 1lst Battalion was forced to deploy but con-
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timed the advance and at 1640 hours they had reached Hill 152.
The 2d Battalion was committed on the west side of the KOKSU-
RI.- CHIPYONG-NI road at lBQO hours, By 1600 hours they had

t

secured Hill 143. At this:point both battalions dug in for the

b

A

night

Task Force CROMEEZ Was formed during the day with the
following units:

Company D, 6th Lea:uim Tank Battalion

2 platoons of Company 4, 70th lledium Tank Battalion
Company L, 5th Cavalry Regiment

The task force was given the mission of making an ammored thrust
through the enemy positions in order to establish a link up
with the 23d RCT. The vsupply train ard ambulances of the 23d
RCT were ﬁo follow the task force through to CHIPYONG-MI .

At 1545 hours the t=sk force left the 5th Cavalry
positions and started their drive northward, Shortlv after
crossing their line of departure the task force ran into heavy
enemy machine gun fire frorﬁ étrongly dug—:'mlpositions, - This
machine gun fire caught the infantrymen riding on the rear decks
of the tanks and inflicted a considerable mnurber of casualties
on them oeforc they could dismount,

As the task force continued the advance, the enemy fire
became more intensive, 2.36” and 3,5" rocket lar;nc.hers were
firing on the tanks from the adjacent hills at this ti_me-., Since
the‘roéd legding from KOKSU~RI to CHIPYONG-NI led through some very

narrow defiles there was no way that the tanks or the inf-antry

4
F
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could escape this withering fire once they were in these defiles,
The enemy had held their fire until the tanks entered the defiles.
Those infantrymcn that were not shot off of the tanks by the

enemy fire either jumped off into the dutches or were knocked off

by the_turrets_as_the_crews_tgied—to—tréverse~bhemfin—order—to

3
‘.

bring the enemy under firc., Those that were lucky enough to

escape injury were left behiné by the task force,

At 1700 hours the tasé force effected tre link with ﬁhe
23d RCT in the vicinity of CHiP_Yo&G.m. The link-up came at a
very opportune time as it coigcided with thé launching of an enemy
attack on the positions of the 23d RCT, This threw the enemy
attack off balance.

. The task force stayed with the BCT overnight and returned

the next morning, On the route back there was no evidence of the

eneny, and it was evidert that the enemy had carpletely with-

)

drawn from the area.
This is probably the best cxample of the need for armoréd

personnel carriers in the Korean campaigns., One full comnany

“of infantrv had started with the task force but only eight men

arrived at the objective unwounded.3 The rest of the company

had been caught in a completely exposed position, ridine on the

rear decks of the tanks, and had either been shot off of the
tdnks by machine gun fire or had jumped into the ditches and
been left behind by the task force,

It is questionable that the use or inclusion of an
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inf antry company on this ‘opégation Was necessary or desirable.
Since there was no protection for the men while going through
the defiles, it became what might be called a suicide mission,

as it was known that the enemy was strongly dug-in and organized

® 5

At

on these positions, In a case such as thié if the infantry was
to be used with the task foréq they should have been dismounted
prior to entering the defiled and sent around to the flanks in

an attempt to clear the hill§ overlooking the roads, 4s this
/ i '

was not done by the task force commander it may be assumed that
speed was of the essence and that the infantry was only alﬁng
for the ride., There was no neced for the infantry on the objective
because the 23d RCT was there in force,

Although the mission of linking up with the surrounded
regimental combat team was accomplished it is beliceved that a
needless loss of life was cxhibited,

- Task Force GROWDON (Armored Link-up ¥ith Airborne Drop)

- On 21 dHarch 1951 the 6th ledium Tank Battalion started preparing

plans for an armored task force link-up with the 187th Airborne
Regimental Combat Team which was to drgp at 1UNSAN-NI on 23
lfarch, This arrored task force was to be known as Task Force
ROWDON, named after the bat talion commander of the 6th kedium

Tank Battalion, and was to be composed of units as followss






éth sedium Tank Battialion
~ 2d Battalion, 7th Infantry Regiment (mounted on (-39
Pe¥sonnel Carricrs provided by 3d Inf Div)
58th Armored Ficld Aytillery Battalion (-1 Battery)
1 ‘?att\ ry, 999th Amoru,d Field Artillery Battalion
(155 mm)
Company 4, lith Engincer Combat Battalion
2 brldgc-laylrg tanks from the 29th British Indepcndent

~

£

o

Fad

Brigade

The task organization was as follows:

- TEAM A TEAL B
Co A, 6th ied Tank Bn Co B, 6th led Tank Bn

1 plat, Co B, 7th Inf Re, 7t 1 plat, Co &, 7th Inf Regt
1 plat, Co ’1\ 14th Eng C 'Bn

TEAL C TEA D ,
Co D, 6thiied Tank Bn 2nd Bn, 7th Inf Regt (-3 plats)

1 plat, Co £, 7th Inf Regt Co C, 6th iicd Tank Bn
' 1 plat, Co A, 1hth Eng C Bn
TACP .

TASK FORCE CONT ROL
Command Group
Headquarters Tank Section
Reconnaissance Platoon
58th Armored Field Artillery Battalion (=)
Co A, 14th Enginecer Combat Battalion (-)
TACP -
1 Battery, 999th Armored Field Artillerv Battalion

On the morning of 22 .iarch the battalion commander and

~staff reportcd to'l Corps Headquarters for a joint planning

reeting to incliude the commanders and their staffs of the 187th
RCT. The Corps G-3 issucd Operations ﬂrd er "TO; IAHAWK" and briefiy
outlined the plans. He then called on the unit commanders to
present their detailed plans for the operation.

Lt. Col. GROWDON'S plan for the operation was to pene-

trate the enemy defensive shell with a tank heavy team, His

infantry heavy team was then to be committed to clear the route

-t
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of enemy infantry. After this was accomplished, his tank heavy
teams would again lead the attack to the link-up area in the

vicinity of UMSAN-NI. The axis of advance was to be along the

SEQUL-MUNS AN main supply route, After cach commander had outlined

-

o

his plans the staffs assecmbled in small groups and worked out
the various ccordimting details nicessary.

At 1400 hours 23 Uarch Lt, Col. GROWDON roasscmbled
his staff at SEQUL and togétﬁ;‘aer with the tcam commanders issued

his at},ack order vérba.lly, ‘£t 1830 hours that evening the

battalion received orders to exccute Operation TOMAHAYK crossing
the line of departurc at 063C hours 24 liarch.

The LD was crossed on 230630 i.arch 2s planned under a
cortinuous canopy of air covercd which lasted thraughcout the
davlicht hours of 23 uarch, Shortly after crossing the LD one
~3f'the leading tenks was disnbled by 2n cnomy mine while
trying to by-pass a blown bridge, It was t;hcn éiscovered
that thé roads and by-passes were mined to the greatest extent
i:ound.' up to that time in the Korean T‘neatcf. The .;ﬁin:a fielc}

was composed of both anti-tank mines and burisd mortar rounds,

It was alss found that the greater maiority of thesc mincs

were boob‘_.r—tr'apped, necessitating their removal by ropes.
This causcd considerable delay in the advance sc that a total
of only five m‘ilés w2s covered during the first four hours,
In this first five miles four i~h6 tanks, onc i-ton truck,

and one British armorcd car werce disabled by mines,  Since the
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task force had 24 hours in which to affect the link-up, the breach-
ing of these mincs was slow and cautious to minimize losses,
During the breaching of these mine fields two attempts

were made to advance over cther routes, The first of these

e-ame—ﬁhen-L +—Col~—GROWDON ordered a tank platoon from the lead
company to advance up a river bed, Approximatel? 2000 yards
from wherc it had cntered the river bed the lead tank hit a

mine which blew off one of its tracks., Since this route was im-
passable for wheeled vehicles-;, no further effort was made in this

direction and the platoon was withdrawn to rejoin its parcnt

O

teann, The sscond attempt was made about 1145 hours when the

battalion commander dirccted Tzam D to by-pass the main route

.

to the west and attempt to advance 3_ian.g the secondary roads
west of the MSR. After approximately three hours Team D report-
ed that every routec in that sector was as heavily mined as the
main route s2 that it was directed to returnts the column,
The~column advanced without opposition other than the
mine fields un.'t'il.it reached Check Point 62, Here it came
under small arms firc which it did not return because the area
was supposedly occupied by ROK units,: The column contimied
the advance northward to Check Point 48 just south of MUNSAN-NI,
Hore it encountered'another blown bridge and was forced to make
another b‘y-pass . Heanwhile, eneriy mortar and artilléf-y fire

which had been rogistered on this point began falling at regu-

" lar intervals, and beforé the column could advance beyond the



c¢oncentration area two tanks received direct hits and were

disabled while a third was disabled by ansther minc. The rest
of the task force succeeded in by-passing these disabled tanks

and continued the advance northward,

s

<3

Theactual Iink-up with the 187th RCT was accomplished
at 1830 hours 23 arch, exactly 12 ﬁoﬁrs after the task force
had ¢rossed the line of depérturc and 9% hours after the RCT
had landed at HUNSAMN-NI, Tm last vehicle of the column closed
into the a&embly area at 0650 hours 24 liarch.,

On the moming of 211, wareh, Te-ams 4, B, and C were
assigned patrslling r-ﬁissioné tc the northwest, east and north-
east respectivcly., Team 4 advanced to the I'JIN River in the
vicinity of Cheek _Point 70 but was unable to cstablish contact
with the enemy in that sector. Team B advanced to the vicinity
of Check Point 75 where it took up a blocking pesition. During
its advance it captured one 57mm gun,

Team C was the only team which encountered difficulty

in its patrolling mission, ifter advancing to Check Point 73

.the lead tank ron over a mine which blew off a track and one

of the road whecls., At this timc the team came under small ar;ms
. : 1

and mortar fire, While this fire was being returncd by the

tanks with an assist from air strikes called on the enemy posi-

tion, crews made an attempt to repair the tank, Since there

were no spare road wheels :-available, an attempt was made to tow

the tank but this was unsuccessful, Finally it was decicded to

remove all parts possible from the vehicle and then destroy it.
1€7









- This was done just at darkness, %hile these attempts at repair

were taking place, the remainder of the team had succeeded in
capturing 22 prisoners and destroying one 57mm gun.t‘

The 187th RCT reccived a now mission which was to advance

to and seccure the high-graund—-at-Check—TPoint—80 northi of UL TONERU.

L

gl =

L

‘abled, 1

The plan for the attack called for what wz;{s to be referred to as

Task Force KOBEE to form the spearhcad of the attack and lead

the way for the combat tcam. This task force was organized as

follows:

s Co C, 6th ked Tank Bd

Battery C, 58th armored Fi Bn
2d Ranger Company
1 plat, Co 4, LUth Eng C Bn

After leading the attack for 73 miles it was found that
£

the tanks would be unable to contimue because of the pnor roads

which would not support them. It was then decided that the 6th

ium Tank Battalion would be detached. It was to proceed to
Check Poinmt #0 by way of SEOUL and UITON®I. This was accom—-
plished 2n? the battalion roverted to 24th Infantrv .Division’
control in the vicinity »f Check Point 0.

This operation was verv successful enc* was accomplished
with 2 minimum loss of personnel ond equipment, It had traversed

the most extensively minced areas yet encountered in Korea and

still had lost only 2 killed and & wounded, and had captured 22

prisoners. Veohicle losses were 1 tank destroved, 3 tenks dis-

Pais

ton truck disabled and 1 British armored car dis-
ablecd, The use of makeshift armored infantry (mounting the
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battalion of the 7th Infantry Regiment in -39 personnel carriers)

" was very effective and enabled the column to advance at a high

rate of speed when not hampered by the mine fislds., The sur-

prisingly small amount of time that was required to establish

the-Tink-up—cven through heavy ohemy mine ficlds may be attri-

B

LSS

buted in part to the greater mobility of the infantr— which
these persjnnel carrihers_ afforded, Air Acover was used very
effectively in reconnoitering for rwotes, locatinns of blown
bridges, locations of enemy; posi_tions; and in several instances
locations of mine fields w?i;&ch were visible from the air,

The battalion S-3 of the 6th Medivm Tank Battalion

‘credits the British bridge laying tonks for the successful

withdrawal from MUNSAN-NI to SEOUL aftcr the opér\'_-x’oj'.on.5
During the operation there were heavy rains and the stream
at Check Poi.ﬁt 68 was swollen and had become unfordable.
These British tanks werc used at this point and éna‘t\led the
bat talion to proceed to the south,

Armor Support of River Crossing. The 2d Battalion of

the 2ith Infantry Regiment, 3d Infantry Division, was given
the mission of crossing the HAN River in the vicinity of

TONG iAK-DOXNG at 0615 hours 7 Harch 1951. It was to be sup-

‘ported on this operation by the following units:

Compeny A, 64th kiedium Tank Battalion

1 platoon of Comreny B, 64th iledium Tank Battalion
Company A, 79th Tank Battalion '
Company B, £9th ledium Tank Battalion
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As wes planncd, the battalion started the crossing
at 0615. The tanks initially supported the crossing opera-
tion by fire from the south bank of the river. A4s soon as

the lead elcments of the battalion had successfully crossed

£

the-river;—one-platoon-of-tanks—forded-the—river—at—the

crossing site in order to give close support to the infantry

elements, Since most of the enemy firc was coming from Hills
568 and 623 the remainder of the tanks were usal to bring these
positions under firc, Ths platoon that crossed the river with
the infantry wéﬁ used to close on the town of TONGMAK-DONG
and keep the enemy in the town under firc while the infantry
closed and routed them out of these positions. This plan for
enlarging the bridgehead was very effective and the infantry
was enabled to move on the town and clear it of enemy with
very little resistance.

tieanwhile the remainder of the fanks were used to
isolate the bridgehecad from positions on ths south bank of
the river. Company A, 6kth Tank Battalion was in position
to the north of the crossing site. .Cahpany B, €9th Tank Bat-
talion, was in positions on the south ﬁart of the island south
of the crossing site. One platoon of Compeny 4, 79th Tank
Battalion was in position on the island directly behind the .
crossing site,

The platoon of Company B, é4th Tank Battalion was used

in an indirect firc role from their positions in the vicinity
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of HAECHON during the emtire operation, This indirect fire was
controlled by Division Artillcry of the 3rd Infantrv Division.
It is believed that this was an improver mission for this unit

at this time, There was no enemy artillery opposing the river

crdséfng at this time, and since this position was from 3000~
LCCO yafds behind the river line therc was no opposition which
would nccessitate the use of these tonks in a defilade position.
Had they been 21lowed to move about 5C yards they would have
been able to support the érassing by ~irect fire., The fire

missions which were assigned this platoon called for the firing

Al

of 10 rounds per minute per gxm,'\ This was later changed to 7
rounds per minute, This is far in excess of the capabilities
of both the kcrew and the weapon, MNo consiceration was given to
the fact that as soon as the ammunition in the ready racks wes
used the crew would have to teke time to replenish this ammu-
nition. Also this rate éf firc did not allow the guns the
necessary coonling time between rounds in sustained fire, A
total of 900 rounds was fired by the platoon in four hmirs.

At the end of this firing it was found that the paint was
twrned off of all gun tubes, One tank's gzun mantlet cover

had been burned off, The barrcls were too hot to be cleaned
one hour after the fi;‘ing was c:;.:,;lpleteni. Several days later
these guns underwent an inspection by Ordnance personnel, Two
of thé guns were found to be uns erviceable due to burned out

gun tubes, This nccessitated svacuating the tanks to a base
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ordnance shop in PUSAN, causing their loss for ore month.é
This operation shows an excellent use of tanks in

support of a river crossing as well as a very improper use

»f tanks.

-

Comments on.armored action

1, The decision tazpull the tanks back at night
during Operation PUNCH point§ sut the fact that tanks are
extreme}y vulnerable to enemy infiltration Zuring darkness,

2. The tank-infantry cooperation and mﬁtual unaer-
standing of the cach others problems was cxtremely effective
during Operation PUNCH. |

3. The extreme casualties suffered by the infantry in

_Taslc. Force CROMBEZ may be attrituted to the fact that the in-

QMmyw%1ﬁﬁmzwwtaﬁstncmﬁmtwﬁhtm&LwWWﬁ
imminent . '

L. Task Force CROEBEZ points ocut the fact that defiles
must be cleared regardlqss of the apparent tactical situation.

5. The use of armored‘personnel carriers in Task
Force GROWDON péints out the value and necd af higher mobility
ofiﬁmmqran5@mﬁhgwﬁhammmduﬂim

6, In the tank suppoft of a river crossing it is to
be noted that the artillery did not haﬁe a proper ap@reciation
of the capabilities and limitations of tanks in the indirect

fire role.

~
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CHAPTER 7
 THE CCF SPRING OFFENSIVE (22 APRIL 1951 - 25 JUNE 1951)

General conduct of the campaign,198
General comments on campaign,...202

Armored action-during-campaign,-203

Comments on armored action,.....229

Generavaonduct of the Campaign
"The Eighth Army faced'another'Rod offensive with renewed

confidence, Operations Thunderbolt, Killer, and Ripper had

shown that modern firepower and an integréted offensive could
succeed against aﬁ cnémy who relied_primarily upon manpower

and net equipment, Some of the glaring weaknossés of the Chinese
Army had been exposcd - most important of which was its logisti-
cal insufficiency, A Chinese offensive simpiy ran out of steanm

after an initial advance, The question that remained was whether

or not the initial advancc could be conteined sufficiently to

prevent a real tactical ad#antage being gained by the enemy, The
inevitable logiétical brealkdown would then leave the enemy weok-
er than ever and provide the opportunity forAcounterattack and
counteroffensive, | | A

The Red attack was not long in coﬁing. On 22 April the
attack thet had been building up in the CHORJON area struck the

1st Cavalry Division ncar the HWACHON RESERVOIR, There was no

doubt about its being full scale attack, Crossing the IMJIN River

on a 15 mile front, the Chiﬁese and North Korcans were making an

all-out effort,
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"In 12 hours the attack had spread along 50 miles of front,
in 24 hours across a 100 miles, In the extreme west, UN forces
were driven back 12 miles, 3By 25 April a Chinesc Division, with

some cavalry, had ponetratéd south of XUMWEA, By 2 May CHUNCHON,

UIJONGBU and MUNSAN had fallen, The enemy was necaring SEOUL and
the TN forces-were again preparing the defensc of the HAN River,

The spring advance of the'Chiﬁese Army did not resemblé
their previous advances against UN forces; This time they had
met the full firepower of & modern army disposed for defense,
Their advance was made through curtains of fire that cost them
thousands of casualties, Sacrificing men for ground, the Chinese
poured in unit after unit in attempts to overwhelm positions by

.shecr’weight of numbérs. ‘Heedless of iosses, the assaultihg hordes
“swept through to the UN position - only to find the defenders
h?d withdrawn to previously prepared defenses to the rear, The
heavy sacrifices must be made again,. and again; and agaiﬁ.

The Chinese force that launched the spring offensive con-
tained an.estimatdi30vto 40 divisions; From 22 April to 2 May,
this force suffered an estimated 90,000 casualties - approxi-
nately 13 divisions, |

Pinding the west flank of the UN line too hard & nut
to crack, the Chinese abandoned their frontal attack of I and

IX Corps and slid to the left to attack the X Corps,
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X Corps was disposed along the high ground west of |
HONGCHON and northeast to INJE, a front of approximately 60 kilo-
meters, On the left flank of the 1lst Marine Division held posi-

tions south and southcast of the CHUNCHON PLAIN, On the Marines!

el

LY

right, the 2d Division-held-a—25kilometcr front of well en-
tronchod‘positions, To the 24 Division's right, the ROK 5th Di-
vision was disposed along the high gr?und west of the HOEWGSONG-
INJE axis, while the ROX Yth.Division vas squarcly astride the
aiis.b

NONAME Line, as it was called, was orgenized in depth,
with successive defensive lines to which thc (o) tréops could fall
back and defend, It was further tied in to fthe natural obstacle

presented by the SOYAHG River, which ran roughly parallel to the

line and 10 kilometers to its front, except vhore it turncd south

and approached the ROK Tth Division's front very closely.

Well outposted, the SOYANG River was~a major obstacle,
The enemy took-four dayslto cstablish a bridgehcad across it,
harassed by aftillery and airecraft all the while,

On 16 May the Chinege'®d Step, 5£h Pﬁase" offensive hit
X Corps, The énemy force was estimated at 137,000 Chigese (five
corps') and 38;000 North Xorcans (two corps'), Driving heavily
at the X Corps right flank, the enem& drove in the outposts and
smashed at NONAME Line, B

On 17-May the 3d Division was.taken‘from Sighth Army re—“
serv,e-and mow}ed into the area of X Corps,. The corps boundary
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wad éhifted to the right, IX Corps assuming responsibility for the
lst Marine Division sector, and X Corps assuning responsibility

for the ROK III sector to its right.. ' | /

S

The Chinese offensive again encountered the massed fires

of an integrated defensive positioh,,and moved forwani only at
enormous cost, Pivoting oéiits left flank, X Corps rolled its
right,flahk with the Dblow, funishing the Reds heavily for every
bit of ground taken, \
The attack slowed and faltered, 'By 2l May the enemy pres-
sure had largely ceaéed,ﬁand the time for counterattack had come,

& Corps immediately launched the 1st Marine Division on the left

towards YANGGU, while the ad\Division (with the 187th ROT attached)

‘moved to secure a bridgehead across the SOYAING,

On the west coast the 64th Tank Battalion moved to UIJONGBU
in a reconnaissancé in force and found little resistance, A gen-
eral counterattack begaﬁ, ih accqrdance with the statement_§f Gen—‘
eral Van Fleet, Eighth Army's new commander: "The Eighth Army will
go wherever the situation dictates in hot pursuit.of the enemy,

Ve intend to exploit every advantage in carrying out our objective

to find and kill him,"

Troops reaching HWVACHON and INJE cut off an estimated
60, 000 enemy,‘most of whom escaped over fhe hills after abandoning
their équipﬁent, By 25 May.the'line was restored and UN troops
were entering a cbunteroffensive, The "IRON TRIATGLE" (XUMWHA-

QHORWOﬂwPYONGGANG), the build;up area for the Chinese spring
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sl

éffensive was taken and the enemy forced to shift his main supply
base to KUMSONG,
By 11 June the war had entered a stage of "fluid stale-

s

mate", Activity along the front died down with the beging}gngf

the peace talks at KAESOWG, The battles of HEARTEREAK . RIDGE
and the PUNCH BOWL were to be fought later, but these were to be
more in the nature of adjustments in the line, rather than major
offensives,

The end of one year of war in Korea found a UN army ﬁith
confidence in its self and confidence in its ability to hold in;
definifely‘ disposed along a line just north of the 3S£h Parallel,
dipping only slightly below it on the west coast,

Historically, it is still to6 early to draw any conclusions
as to the resultéAof the first year of the Korean war, Militari-
ly, it may be said that the Eighth Army 1earéed mubh that was news

and probably of more importance, had re-learned much that was

basic and which had been forgotten,

General Comments‘on the Campaigq

1. The Chinese frontal and "human sea" attacks against
nmodern firepower achieved little success if the position were
organized in depth, "Rolling with the punch" beCameAa pofular
termAfor a defense that fell back on -successive positions, in-
flicting maximum casualties on the enemy while sustaining minimun

casualties of its own, In such a defense, flanks must be tied in

at all times,
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-early breakdown,

2, Experience prgved that Chinese offensives lost their
momentum rapidly in the face of such a defense, Heavy casual-

ties, coupled with low mobility and logistical inadequacy, caused

-
S G

L

3 Determined counterattack at the moment of the enemy's
loglstlcal collapse provented re~group1ng, exploited his weakened
potential, regained the lost ground and set the stage for a coun-
teroffensive,

4, .Encircling movements by UN forces captured supplies,
but enemy personnel werc able to escape in every case, Vertical
envelopments by airborﬁe units did not destroy cnemy personnel,

but may have been instrumental in gaining ground rapidly.

Armored Action During Campaign

89th Tonk Battalion, During the period 23 April 1951 to
30 June 1951 thé.89th Tonk Battalion was attachgd to the 25th

U.S. Infantry Division, Company A of the T9th Hoavy Tenk Battal-

‘ion was attached to the &%th Tank Battallon. The 89th was 0T~

ganized under the medium tank battalion TﬁO&E, being equipped
with M4A3EE Tanks mounting the 76mm cannon,
The normal attachments of the §9th during this period

werey Company A to the 35th Regiment, Company B to the 2’+th‘

‘chimenti Company C to the 27tﬁ Regiment, Company D and A of

the 79th alternated attachment to the Turkish Brigade,
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At the outBreak of the Communist Forces! spring offensive
of April 23d the 2Lth Regiment with Company B of the 89th Tank
Battalion was the first and hardest hit, The division was forced

to withdraw to the LINCOLN Line and each tank company acted as

i
Y

rear guard for their respecfive regiments, It was during this
pe?iod that Company D of the 89th Taﬁk Battalion hod their com-
pany CP over run, It should be ﬁoted that the 25th Division al-
ways tried to employ a tank platoon reinforced with a platoon_éf
quadruple 50, antiaircraft half tracks, with their foward battal-
ions, No tanks were lost during the withdrawal to the LINCOLN
Line; |

After the initial phascof the Communist forces! offen-

sive lost its momentum the tanks of the 89th were used in small

‘unit power probiﬂg attacks, In nid-May Task Force DOLVIN was

organized to drive up the UIJONGBU corridor, The Task Force con-
sisted of Companies C and B of«the €9t%h, Company A of the 79th,
and the 3d Battalion of the 27th Regiment, On 20 May the task
force crossed the 38th Parallei, The task forpc'lost two tanks
at the Communist MLR.toAthc 5{mm antitank fire, Company C ofv
the 89th knocked out the antitank guns and breached the line in
a matter of seconds, The task force then stabllshed a patrol
base and was later relleved by the 2hth Canadian Brigade,

Durlng the renalnder of the period extensive tank-lnfantry
patrolling took place, ThiS'patrolling was done moétly on a

platoon level with and without 1nfantry suppqrt, Invearly June
o0k -
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tHrée tank companies, ‘reiinforced entered PYOHGGANG, North Korea

~and by late June the tank units were patrolling extensively‘

into KUMWHA, Nbrfh Korea,

The operations of the 89th Medium Tank Battalion during

the month of April were so varied and met with such uniform
success that they present an excellent picture of typical armored
combat in Korea under preéent conditions, highlighted by an R

absence of the enemy armor activity, The action of the battalion

‘during this month included use of its flame throwers against

enemy éoldiers hiding in the village of SOMAM, shifting of a

. tank company from the support of one battalion to another in

the middle of an engagement, a crossing of the YOWGSYONG-CHON
River, assaults against well dug~in enemy in bunkers, destrucm
tion of bazooka and satchel chargé teams, tremendous ekpendis

tures of ammunition in direct support of an attack by the

-Turkish Brigade, the tie-in of tanks to the strong defensive

Position of the 27th Regiment, the defense in dcpth of this
line and sorties into and behind the Chinese lincs, and a battle

with hand grenade wielding enemy troops who surrounded and ap-

proached to within 10 yards of the tanks,

In one engagement two platoons of tanks werc almost over-
run by swarms of enemy even after over 300 of them had been

killed, - Tank company command posts were engaged in fire fights

and tanks were employed to lead attacks through enemy road blocks™

| in rear of friendly units, On numerous occ_sfaﬁs fanatic attacks
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by grenade carrying infantrymen were turned back with severe
casualties inflicted upon the attacking forces, Several de-
laying actions and withdrawals were completed, all of which

forced the enemy to break contact with our infantry, Tenk fire

was used to desﬁroy enemy fo;ced in a tunnel and white pho sphorus
was fired into enemy bunkers to mark them for air strike, Sev-
eral tank-~infantry task forces were formed, onc of which made phe
furthest penetrations into North Xorea territory by the 25th In-
fantry Division since its limited objectivé offensive commenced
in January,

Numerous delays were encountered due to enemy mine fields
and clusters of mo:tar shells buried in the roads, Mines deton-
ated in arecas over which much traffic previously had paséed and
several vehicles were disabled, Other delays werc caused by
hcavy.rainfa_]fl which made the roads impassable in places, In-
cfeasingly heavy hortar concentrations were received during
the mid-April. advance, | |

The caution of the friendiy advance contributed to.inp
creased use of the tank-infantry patrol, As a result of the
great.emphasis placed upon consolidgtion of positions, the main
infantry body.assumed defonsive positions at increasingly fre-
quent intervals, Tank patrols screened in front of the main
body asiit organized and improved its  defensos, Some of the
most difficqlt terrain encountered by tanks of this battalion in
the Korean campaign placed severe limitations upon these patrols,
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It was in supporting the defenses of the 2hth Infantry
Division ageinst the enemy masses, particularly during the night
of 24 April, that tanks of the 89th Medium Tank Battalion played

their most significant role, When the cnemy launched his all-

[ I

<_;3_,_#____—————3ﬁf‘5ffaa§f_€3_ﬁ§égiifhrough the division and race for SEOUL,

. five tank companies of this battalion met the cncmy masses and

inflicted sévere casualties, '0peraping from the relative in-

vulnerability of ﬁheir tanks, the five companics used their
- - great fire power at péint blank range to cut down enemy groups,
In the night-long fire fight, the tanks werc shifted into crit-
ical aieas as the situation demanded, These mobile méchine gun
nests fired practically continuously throughout the night, As
the: situation worsenecd aﬁd cdmmunicétions within the infantry
force became more difficult; increased use was made of the tank
communication systém to direct and control the action, When
the command'pqstsvof several units within the regimental sec~
tors were in danger of‘being‘overurun; fanks were shifted into
positioﬁs fromxwhiéh they could beat back the encmy, With the
situafion rapidly becoming untenable, tanks led thebinfantry‘

forces as they disengaged, driving'through enenmy road blocks

%

and destroying encmy automatiec weapons which were threatening-
to prevent friendly infantrymen from effecting théir escape.
e Other taﬁks cbfered the rear of the withdrawing force and pre-
| "vented rapidlﬁursuit of the friendly unité. In.the successive
‘ : withdrawais fo;lowiggvthe action of 24 April, tanks blocked for
o | ' 207 |



iﬁfantry elements as they aisplaced to the rcar, TFinally when all
units of the 25th Infanéry Division had closed into their well
fortified defense lines, tank patrols were once again sent out to

screen in frent of the main body, As the month closed tanks of

the 89th Medium Tank Battalion were patrolling to the north, secek-
ing to locate the enemy andéinflict additional,casualties upon his
forces, In spite of this pé§iod of heavy activity the unit lost
only two tanks to cnemy firé; Of coursc, as was the case with
all other tank unifs, mines were’no end of trouble, Wo tank vs

Yank action occured during the period,

134 Tonk Battalion, During the period 23 April to 30 June
1951 thc.73d Tank,Battalion was attached to the.lst ROK Division,
which occupied the 1eft flénk of I Corps, the léft corps of the
Eighth Army, The 734 Tank Battalion was generally employed with
one taﬁk combﬁny with ecach of fhe'three infantry regimeﬁts (the
11th, 12th, and 15th) of the lst ROK Diviéion. Thé 73 Tenk Bat-
telion is organized under the Heavy Tank Battalion T/O&Ef’

At the initial outbreak of the Communist Forces Spring
Offeﬁsive the divisién was able to maintain positions, Due to the
break in-the line in anotvher * sector the division wés forced
to pull back to keep the line stable, It was during this phase
that the Gloucester Battalion of the é%h British Commcnwealth

Brigade, was cut off and all but annihilated, Company C of the

734 Tank Battalion drove .in to meet the remaining 40 men and

one officergubringing them to safety,
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- The lst ROX Division finally took up position south of
the IMJIN River where the situation stabilized, During the

closing days of April the lst ROK Division made arpro;imata->

- _ ' I —
ly eight river crossing to feel out the enenmy, In each-instan
) . __,,—/ .
s ———""the 734 Tank Battalion furnished tank and machine gun fire in

direct support to the ROK troops acrﬁss the river, 1In the’
weck of May the 73d Tank Babtalion itself crossed the IMJIN
River in tank-infantry probing attacks,_ The remainder of the
period was taken up in reihforced»platoon and company size pow-
‘er probing attacks along the SEQUL-MUNSON-NI axis, inflicting
heavy casualfies on the enemy,

Allthough the 734 Tanleattalion suffered few casualties
and no tank losses during.thiS'pefiod, their closc supporting
fires to the lst ROK Division gave the division the freedom of
- maneuver denied many ROK units becéuse of their own lack of
armor support, |

‘ The 734 Tank Battalion was equipped with 1-U6 tanks

Aduring this period,

70th Tank Battalion., The 70th Tank Babttalion was in
@ - Bighth Army ‘reserve with the'US lst Cavalry Division, located
ncar SEOUL, South Korea, ot the beginning of the Communist Forces!

Spring Offensive, Company A of the 7Oth was attached to the 5th

(] Cavalry Regiment,_Company B-was attached to the 8th Cavalry Regi-
. by
o - ment, and Company C was attached to. the Yth'Cavalry Regiment,
209



At the beginning of the Communist attack of 23 April
1951 the 1lst Cavalry Division remained in reserve until the com-
vlete collapse of the 6th ROK Division in the IX Corps sector

had left the SEOUL.CEUNCHON axis open to the enemy, On 25 April

‘«;;—*-f—‘—“"‘”"I951 elements of the 5th Cavalry Regiment closcd in the KAPYONG

- soctor with Company A of the 7Oth Tank Battalion attached, The
5th Cavalry Regiment was to relieve the supposedly hard pressed
27th British Commonwealth Erigade. In this particular sectpr
Company A of the 7O0th Battalion sent out one reinforced tank
- company ﬁatrol. It should be noted that the supporting infantry
- was mounted in half-tracks, |

The patrol procceded north of KAPYONWG in column, during

the hours of_dayl;ght. The lead tank Was,stfuck by four anti-

tank rockets fired at close range, killing the platoon leader,
) Because of a small amount of small fire arms, the infantry leader

turned his half-tracks around and left the tanks, The infantry
ﬁad no casualties whqn they crqssed back into fricndly territory,
The tank company continued its mission until road conditions pre-
vented further movement, On the feturn trip tﬁe compaﬁy commander
S picked up the knocked out tank and crossed into friendly territory,
The Bth Cavalry Regiment with attachments was returned to the'lst
Cavalry Divisién on 27 April;'
. | The 8th and Hth Cavalry Regiments, with Companies A énd B
o of the 70th Tank Béttaiion axtaghed, went back in tﬁe linglnorth
and northeast of SEOUL on 1 May 1951, The 7th Cavalry Regiment
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With Company C of the 70th operating as a covering force for the
US 3d Division, .

Patrol bases were established in battalion size and:later

regimental size in ULJORGBU by the lst Cavelry Division to which

the tenk companics were still attached, ' During the remainder of
- : May and in June 1951 the '(Otﬁ Tank Battalion operated ‘éx_tensive
platoon size pe;'«{éls. Theseii.tépatrols' went out twice dail.y. reach-
ing deep into the cnemy tcrngi;tory probing for possible concentra-
tions.‘

During the period the TOth Tank Battalion had 26 tanks
hit enemy mines emd one tank hit by enemy rocket fire, Of the
26 tanks that hit mines all but three were recovered, The battelw
ion lost no tanks due to antitank fire,

The 70th Tank Battélion was equipped with the medium tonk
. M4AZES armed with the 76mm cannon,

6th Tank Battalion, During the period 23 April to June

1951 the 6th Tank Battalion was attached in part to the US 2U4th
Infantry Division, Hth Regimental Combat Teom, and the 187th Air-
borne Regiment, The 6th Tank Battalion was equipp’edv under the
w - rediun tank battalion T/0ZE with M-U6 tanks,
| At the beginning ovf.the Communist Forces! Spring Offen-
sive Company A was with the 19th Regiment; Company C was with
. the 2lst Regiments Company-D was with the 5th RCT; and Company

B was under battalion control, Oq the firs‘b night of the offenaive
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the Kth RCT was hard hit and férced to withdraw with Company D of
the 6th acting as rear guard In this night action Company D
lost five tanks to cnemy rocket and antitank flre.

The lSth Regiment was also hard pressed to make a;f&f:,_#,_ﬂ__,_,,_;~
cessful—w ft-mmlmmomter-
attack at night, casing the pressure on the 1Sth Regiment, Com-
pany A 1ost twoiﬁanks in the agtion,

After the initial defegsive action, the rcgiments, in-
cluding the 5th RCT, made successful thhdraWals to positions
north of the HAN River, The tank companics of the 6th acted as
rear ggards, succossfully covcr;ng the withdrawal with little
action, In the withdrawal, tank ugits of platoon and company
size were also uscd in blocking position on the flanks.v

In early May 1951, Task Forée SPOILER, consisting of one

company of the 6th Tank Battalion, 187th RCT, Company A 724 Tank

Battalion and one Battery of the 213th Armored Field Artillery

Battalion, was organized, The task force_Was to drive back into
KAFYONG, South Korca, a distance of some 30 miles, and seize the
town,Aremain 48 hours and return,

The task force jumped off before daylight in a driving
rainstorm, with the tank company from the 6th Tank Battalion
lecading, The attack carricd across the PUKEAT River three to
four miles ubove 1ts Junctlon with the hAﬂ Rlvcr. Dué to the
terrain the combat vphlcles were road bound, The attack carried
some 15 miles without 1nc1dent The.;a;n continued in intensity
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and gfound visibility was limited,

g

As far as air support and air observation were concerned,

there was none, Midway through the attack, duc to enemy pressure

and lack of air support, the operation was called back, which was
probably just as well, since{most of the cormunications had failed
duc to the extrenely heavy rgin, During the remainder of the per-
iod thc'battalioé continued éo operate small unit patrols and sup-
Port the action of their supéor%ed reginents,

| ﬁuring the pcriod thé 6th Tank Battalion experienced no
tank versus tank action. The battalidn vas, as usual, plagued
with Qgémy antitank mines,'bAlso during thebpcriod an increased
use of captured US type récket iaunchers by the enemy was noted,

lst Morine Tank Bottolion, The only significant action

noted by the Marine Tanks was a reconnaissance in force compo sed
of an infantry battélion (—), a battery of.field artillery, and

a company of tanks, On 19 May 1951 this task force departed the
MLRYand advanced 3000 meters reaching the southern end of the
pass on the HONGCHON-CHUNCHON axis where it attacked and dispersed

' an eneny battalion,

64th Tank Battalion, During the period 23 April - 30 June

1951 the 6lth Tank Battalion operated with the US 3d Division, In
this period the 3d Division's fighting consisted of a movemenﬁ from
the I Corps on the REighth Army's left flank to X Corps located in

Eighth A,rmy’é east control sector, =
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In the I Corps sector the enemy attompted to counter I
Corps armor activity.by us%ng an antitank grenade against the
6L4th Tank Battalion's M-U6 tanks,- In introducing the weapon
again;t the 6h£h Tank Battoalioén, the onom& succecded in dameging
one M-46 tenk, by throwing thg\gxenade into the rear deck of the
tank and obtaining a,penetrat%on throﬁgh ong¢ of the engine com-
.pﬁrtment‘doors iﬁto a battery éompartmcnt.'

On 2 May 1951 thc' 6hth Tank Ja;attea.ion had the mission of
neking an armored reqonnaissahcé of the SEOﬁL—UIJONGBU road to
inclﬁdc the to&n of UIJONGBU, While on this mifssion, in an at-
tempt to by~§ass an Qbstaclc, ﬁhreo M-U6 tanlks became stuck in
a stream bed adjacent to the road they had been travelling oﬁ,
‘and the maintenance section of the battalion was‘unable to extri-
cate them,

| On the folioﬁing morning, a similor nission scheduled
the battalion to go to UIJONGBU to reconnoiter the surrounding
country’side. 'A request was made to the I Corps armor section 
to furnish aid in recovering the three immobilized vehicles
abandoned the day before, bThe tanks werc recovered while under
fire, thanks to ﬁhc'excnilence of the men of the roco#ery team,

An énusual measure was employed on the nights of 24-2h
A@ril to counter close-in infiltration téctics against our tanks;
Their locations were known to the enemy so there was no problem
of giving away location, An undetermined number of enem& troops
that had surrounded a fricndly Infantry Company, attébkéd Gom?ény
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B, &4eh Tank Battéiion at 25b200 April, with small arms, auto-
matic weapons, and grenades in an attempt to deny the relief of
the friendly infantry. As thé enemy troops attempted to climd
oﬁ the tanks to strike at vuigerable spots, Company B, using
__ii___—ﬁff-————-'heﬁéIiéﬁfs for~illumination,bgepulsed the attack and inflicted

i

- heavy casualties, It is morefapparent than cver before how much

b

we need infra-red equipment'm§ﬁnted on our tanks,
A i
On 3 June 1951 the 64th Tank Battalion encountered a
strong defensive position.pear the town of CHAILnLI; The re-
sulbs to the Blth of this encounter wero; Four tanks disabled
by antitank fire; one tonk destroyed by antitank fife; and two
tenks disabled by mines, TWQ of thg engny's antitank guns were
destroyed, These‘antitank guns proved to be the Russian made
57mn 1943 using an HVAP type dmmunition. Since one tank was
- | pehetrated through the turret and another through the engine
compartment it was believed that a new type amnunition was be-
:ing used, - |
| In the X Corps sector only Company B of the 64th Tank
Battalion was engaged in any action to be noted, Dufing fhis
PR time Company B operated aé part of Task Force BAXER, (See
Task Force BAKER, 72d Tank Battanori.) o

724 Tank Battalion. During the period 23 April -~ 30

June 1951 the 724 Tank Battalion was broken down with Company A
- attached to the 27th British Brigade in IX Corps, while the remain-

der of the battalion was with the US 24 Division in X Corps,
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The action started with Company A of the 724 during the
aftérnoon.énd evening of 23 April 1951, Compeny A (-3d Platoon)

724 Tank Battalion and the RAR Battalion of the 27th British

Commonwealth Brigade moved into positions north of CHERYONG-NI,

Xorea, in order to cover the withdrawal of the ROK 6th Division,

AT 232100 elements of the ROK 6th Division began a withdrawal

south through the positions Eéld by Company A 72d Tank‘Battalioq
and the RAR Battalion, Loading elements of attacking CCF forces
were in contact with the rear withdrawing eiements of the ROK
6th Division,

The tank company commander had placed his platoons so
that the 4th Platoon was in a blocking position on the only
north~south road in the area, The 1lst Platoon was in position
on high ground flanking the nqrth~§outh road 5n the.weét and
south of the 4th Platoon blocking position,

The RAR Battalion was deplbyed on fhe1ridge flanking the
horth-south road on the cast, The 24 Platoon and the company com
mander's command ténk.wero deployed at a crossroad to the south
of the other tank posi%ions where the north%éouxh road Jjoined the
northﬁest~southeast road, The }atter road was being used by
eléments of .the ROK 6th Division as an avcnue of withdrawal,

The fifét CCP patrol hit and Qas destroyed by the bth
Plotoon at its blocking positions at 232100, A% about 232300
large numbers of COF heavily attaqkéd the friendly positions,
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One %sféé struck diréctly.af the Lth Piatoon positions,. The

ﬁiatodn leader was mortally wouﬁded;f He died almost immediately,

-but not before issing the order to his platoon to make a fight-

ing withdrawal to previously prepared alternate positions with

f.._gf_._~f—-———*the*?d'PIatoon. TEE55‘5Eﬁg;#;:;i?;;;gggag;;:;;;;:1;;;;;;;;;4#-‘4#7—‘##—.‘#7'.‘

wounded in the attack which eﬁveloped the 4th Platoon, However
the platoon was able to w1thdraw to the p051t10ns designated by
the platoon leader,

Concurrently with the attack on thc 4th Platoon, other
clements of the advancing CCF circled around the hill mass into
the area wéstiof the road, These CCF by-passed the lst Platoon,
which could not locate the cnemy below because of the lack of
any kind of natural or artificial illumination, This attacking
force swept around the hill mass and swung agein to the east to
strike at the 2@ fiatoon positions which where 'soon surrounded
and infiltrated, The enemy then swept on to overrun the RAR
Battalion CP that was located well to the rear of thc 2d Platoon's

. position,

However, under orders from the company commander, the
tanks rémained in position, During fhe initiél stages of this
fight at the 24 Platdon poéition,itanks from the withdrawing
Yth Platoon appeared on the spene;-moving south from their for-
mer ouipoét position, The company comﬁandér dismounted from

o his tank, moved undei‘extremely~heayy enemy fire to reach the
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iéading tank of the lth Platogn. Upon learnihg of the heavy cas-
ualties in.the platoon, he ordered all the wounded and dead, which
included four of the five tank commanders, loaded on three of the
tanks and ordered the tanks to._, run through the _enomir force and re-
turn the wounded to the compaﬁy tiaids afea for treatment, He
also instructed the ranking Néo to obtain replacement crews from
the company headquarters persgngel and return immgdiately to the
scene of the battle, ﬂ

The company conunander};then placed the remaining two tanks

of the Yth Platoon in position with the 28 Platoon; and then,

'still under heavy enemy firc, returned to his command tank and

continued to direct the action of his company, At one time the
enemy succeeded in setting up.a machine gun emplacement between
the command tank and that of fhe ad_Platoon leader, This gun
was reduced by tank fire, The Chinese attemﬁted td moﬁnt the
tanks and destroy them with grenades and satchel charges but
were destroyed by fire from the‘surréunding ﬂaﬁks. One tank
recelved a direct hit from a 3,5" rocket launcher that killed the
loader and mortally wounded the tank commander, However, thé

Position of the tanks was so completely encircled by this time

- that it was impossible to cvacuate eithcr of these two men or

any of the other less seriously’wounded, The fighting cohtinued
with unbated fury until daylight,
At dawn the CCF bogan to withiraw, As they attempted to

pull back to the west of the hill mass around which they had
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atbocked the night before, the lst Platoon opened fire, This
DPliced the enemyvforce in a crossfire from 16 tanks, for by this
time the three tanks of the Yth Platoon had returncd %o the 24
Platoon positions after fighting back up the entire length of
the*raﬁté:‘ﬁTﬁfng§5§§f§§5'intB the withdrawing encmy continued
until all targets were either éestroyed or dispcrsed, It was
later determined that more than 500 enemy were killed in this |
action, |

/ :

At this time the tanks, then dangerously low on ammuni-
tion, were ordered fo withdraw by the commander of the 27fh BCB,
The RAR Battalion was also ordered to withdraw but the enemy was
still surrouﬁding their position and prevented their -movement,

The company commander led his company to the trains\;;ea,
This withdrawal was conducted under sutomatic weapons and mortar
fire from enemy positions which had been‘estabiishcd on the high
ground flahking the road 1eading'south to XAPYONG, At the com-
pany trains arca the tanks were refueled and resupplied with am- :
munition,

The company commander was infommed about 241000 that
app?oximately 50 friendly vehiqles belonging to the 24 Chemical -
Mortar Batgélion and Company B, ThHth Engineer (C) Battalion
had been sbandoned in an ares immediately south.of the company's

previous positions, Organizing volunteer drivers and "shotgun"

riders from Company B, 7ith Engincer (G) Battalion for these
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‘vehicles, he had them mount’thé tanks and advance north to the

area where the vehicles weré,located. On arrival at the area

of the abandoned vchicles, the tank company commander deployed

his company in a semi-circle to cover the monning and evacuation

[ S

————————"_"_ of the abandoned vchicles, The tank company then cscorted the

A

vchicles back to the fricndly lines,

Asg the company was rcturning with the retrived vehicles,
the commander of the RAR Battalion stdpped the platoon legder
of the lst Platoon and asked him to take amnunition up to cut
of f units of the RAR, Thc RAR Battalion Comnander, ;iding
as loader in the platoon leader's tank, directed them ﬁp to the
surrounded positions, Then fhe_platoon lcadcr‘had his tankers
Ppick up Austrélian ﬁoundcd and placed them in and on the tanks
of the first platoon, Some tank crewﬁcn gét onto the rear decks
of the tank§ to make rooi for thé vounded inside while the tonks
descended from thic hills, The wounded @ero rcturncd to safety,
Then the lst Flatoon returned again fo cut off Positions, dem
livered more ammunition and brought out morc wounded, A total
of 16 wounded Australians were evacuatod during this action.

Two tank crewmen were wounded during this phasc of the action
by the heavy automotic weapons fire placed on the tanks as they
noved back and forth from KAPYONG. to the RAR positions at
CHEERYONG-NT,

220



o

T——

&
P

About 241100 the plight of the encirled RAR Battalion was
reported to the company commander, It still had been unable to
discngage from the cnemy and withdraw, The tank company advanced
back to the CEERYONG-NI crogssroads, Covering poatrols we{ng}gg;__ﬂ#ﬁ__,ﬂ;_..AA
patéHéﬁ”ﬁﬁgfﬁé'ﬁg;Eﬂ:;gagg‘;;;&i;;;;;;;;:;;;4;;;.;;;;;;15n to
Cisengoge and initiate its withirawal, The tank company then re-
turned to the c&mpany aséembéy area no;th of KAPYONG.‘

About 241300 it was é?parent thot some relief would have
to be sent to the Prince;s Pat Canadian Light Infantry (PPCLI)
Bat£alion. This unii was located on the high groﬁnd south-west
of tho CHERYONG-NI crossroads. The northwest-southcast road
ran ¥o the north of the P?QLI positions, Ab this time the GCF
forces had cbmplctely surrounded the PPCLI and werc exerting
heavy pressure on them, \

Early on the afternooﬁ of the 24th the tank company com-
mander.1e¢ a tank counterattack into the area in roar of the CCF

attacking the PPCLI, Moving directly to the north of the sur-

rounded PPCLI under heavy enemy fire, the tonks placed intense

" fire on the eneny forces and then withdrew South, Again ot day-

light on 25 April 1951 the company commander led two moré tank
counterattécks into the same érea, each tine directing heavy
nachine gun and tank cannon.fire on the eneny, cousing him to
divert his effort, These counterattacks, coupled with the action

of the PPCLI Battalion in placing continuous f£irc on the enery,
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subsequently resulted in a leésening of enemy pressure and finally
in an enenmy withdrawal, freeing the PPCLI from its encircled posi-
tion, The tank company returned to the company assembly area

north of KAPYONG at about 251000, The eneny nade no further offen-

-~~~ sive efforts in the CHERYONG-NI area on 25 April,

i} No tanks were lost du#ing this period although two re-
céived AT rocket hits, Personnel casunlties were 3 killed, 8
seriously wounded, and 1 sligﬁtly woundéd. The 3d Platoon of
Conpany &, 7éd Tank Battolion did not participate in the action
. ' but remained in Corps Reserve at HONGCHON, The compeny (~3d pla-
N toon) entered the action with 16 operational tanks and finished
the action with 13 operational tanks,
Following this action the renainder of the 724 Toank Bat--
talion went: into actioﬁ in the X Corps sector duriﬁg May at
the time of the second phase of the Communist forces' Spring
Cffensive,
Company C of the T72nd Tagk Battalion was attached to the
234 Regiment; and during the period 30 April to 12 Mey, the 23d
Infantry, minus the French Battalion, was in X Corps Reserve,
o The French Battélioh,‘uhder 24 Division control, was & part of
Task Force ZEBRA from 30 April until 12 Moy, at which time it
reverted to 24 Division Reserve, The 2d Battalion, 234 Infantry

relieved the French Battalion as a ccaponent part. of Task Force

 ~e :l”J

ZEBRA on 12 May, while the remainder of the 234 Infantry still

remeined in X Corps Reserve,
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On 16 May, the expeé§ed enemy offensive began, striking
hardest at the 24 Division séctor, . The 2d Battalion was engaged

throughout the night of 16 May and during the following day di-

rected air strikes and artillery fires against heavy enemy troop
Fid

cancentraxions—in—itSASectoré?—The—23&—Regimcnt (=) was relieved

)

fron X-Co?ps Reserve, the Frénch Battalion was rclieved from 24
Division Reserve and on 17 M;y,,the 234 ROT (~) joined the 24
Battalion, on line in the ea;?érn'portion of the 24 Division
Sector, taking over the dcfeé%e of this area (the NONAME line)
from Tosk Force ZEBRA,

Task Force ZEBRA was officially dissolved on 17 May at
1430 hours, B! and "C* Companies of the 724 Tank Battalion
remained with the 234 RCT, |

During the morniﬁg hours of 18 Mpy, as the situntion

on the 24 Division front cloored, the 24 Division commander or-

. Cered the 23A ROT to withiraw to new positions in the vicinity

of HANGYE,' Even as this ordér was recgived and passed on to the
2d and 3d Battalions;'thosc units weroc undor heovy enemy attack
from the froﬁt, flanks and fear, whefélthe cneny had formed a
§}§ong road blockf \

-As it now was evident that the two battalions were cut
off by the enemy road blobk, one platoog‘of Conpony XK With,a
piatoon of tanks from COQpany C, 724 Tank Battalioﬁ attached,

was sent down the MSR with the mission of driving along the east
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side of fhe river and clearing the enemy points of resistance

along their route, This tank?infantry team progressed south,
knocking out two encny machine gun nests which were located on

the east side of the MSR, ond inflicting at least 300 casualties

————————"" " Oh the eneny on the east slope along the route, Intense enenmy

o)

small arms and autqmatic weapons fire prevented the tank-infantry
teann from goning beyond this point and the tcﬁn was ordered to
hola its position and continued to .engage the eneny.

On receiving the order to withdraw, the 24 and 3a Battal-

ion commending officers nmade a coordinated Plan for the two

| battalions.. Due to the developments in the situntion, an attack

to the rear was the only plaﬁsible way of carrying out the order,
Therefore, it was decided that the 24 Battalion was to clear the
high ground‘on the west gide of the MsR, joining up with the .
French Battalion; while the 3d Battalion was to clear the east
side of the MSR to the high ground in the vicinity of CHAUN-NI,

1% was imperative that the MSR be clearcd so that the tactical
vehicloslof ﬁhe two béttalions could be extricated, The 24 Battal-
ion waé to attack first, then the 3d Batéalion would folloﬁ on the
oppdsite>side of the MSR,

‘This withdrawal was possibdle because of the accurate
nachine gun and 76mm fire ofVCompany é, 724 iediunm Tank Battale
ion, tanks which were attached to the 2d and 3d Battalion, A

Platoon from Company B, 724 Tank Battalion, aided this movement
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By %iring at the encmy to the northwest in the forﬁer 24 Battalion
positions. This enemy forc‘?e was trying to cut the 24 Battalion |
~units off from the 3d Battalioh positions,
The platoon of tanks with the Company X platoon, with in~
. tense firc from its holding positions oh the MSR, was instrumental
both in preventing the enemy from working his vay up the ridges and
-éttacking the éd and 34 Battalions in fofce from the rear, and also
in keeping the hills and riéges on both sides of the MSR free of
the enemy for as far as the;%eapons could fire effectively; |
- As goon as the 24 Bé}télion had clecarcd through its posi~ -
“tions, the’Sd Battalion begén to withdrawv, - Coﬁpany 1 was designated
as rear guard, and Company L followed Company I out behind the 2d
Battelion, Elements of Hoadquarters Company infiltrated back and
were organized with the rifie coméanies and Company M, Company C,
724 Tank Battalion, operating from'the tqrrain in the vicinity of
the MSR, in conjunction with Company I held off the large enemy
force, estimated as at least an enemy regiment, while the 24 Bat-
talion passed through the 3d'Battalion positions,'reorganized, and .
attacked south, followed by the 3d Battalion, In spitevof the in-
tense enemy small arms, automatic weapons, mortar and artillery
fi;e,‘and the e&cr éresent danger of eneny attacking the tanks with
satchel charges and TNT blocks, the tankers of Compahy C, 724 Tank
Battalion, engaged tﬁe enemy in such a detormincd stand that they
were an instrumental factor in the successful withdrawal,
The opportunity for exploitation had now arrived with the
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cnemy in an over-extended poﬁition, short of supply, and seriously
impaired by the amazing tolliof casualties inflictod, Acting
promptly, the corps commandef issued orders for a rapid and strong

| S ——

thrust up the HONGCH01~INJEz§orridor. The 187th Airborne RCT (-),

—————————""""a8 ordered; attacked north through the 23d ‘Infantry at 1430 hours

and secured its initial objective Just south of HAEGXEat 1830 hours,
Negligible enenmy contact.was‘reported during the action, This was
-appé}enfly due to the fact ﬁﬁat the majoyr portion of the enémy ‘
strength was now cast of thcjcofps MSR, |

After having stabiliied its lines against cnemy attacks
during the preceeding period, éhe 2d Division took the offensive

, in limited objective attacks. “AMvances of 100012000 meters were‘
achieved by the 9th Infantry, as the 23d Infantry maintained pre-
vicusly occupied positioﬁs on the‘ieft of the Division Sector. The
15th RCT, still attached to the 2d Division,. shifted its positions
to the center of the Division area, and elcments of the 38th In-
fantry assumed the offensive along the Division righf boundary,

Tb effect a rapid thrust up fhe PUIGAL-ITI-HABAE JAE axis
and go secure HABAE-JAJ, Task4Force'YOKE was formed by the‘Command—
ing‘Goﬁeral, X Corps, cffeétive 220800 Hours, Iﬁ wo.s éommanded

by the Deputy Corps commander .and consisted of the foliowing unitss

| 2d Zettelicn, 38th Infantry : |
fu¢ ianc Bahtalion (~one company)
K Platoqn, Heavy Tank Company, 15th Infantry
L Battery, 300th Armored Field Artilleyry Battalion
Jo Hegimeat (~) ROK Tth Division
1 0P, 5th USAF (24 US Infantry Division,)
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By midAight an advance of 2900 meters had béen made toward the
objective,

Operation Order Hr é2 dissolved Task Force YOXE and or-
ganized Task Foree ABLE whiéh was composed of the 15th RCT, ROK
3d Regiment (=), and onc battery of the 300th Armored Pleld
Artillery Battalion, Oporaéﬁon order Nr 23, which was issued
on the 25th, organized Task?force,BAKER with the mission of
spearheading a drive to thc:éast coast on the INJZ-KANSONG axis

where it was to sccurc tho tovn of KANSONG and hold it until ree

v
{

lieved by elements of ROK ITCorps, This Task Force was composed
of the following unitss
187th Airborne RCT. :
724 Tank Battalion (~1 Company)
1 Company, 24 Engineer (C) Battolion
Detachment, 4th Signal Battalion
- 300th Armorcd Field Artillcry Boattalion
I Company, 64th Tank Battalion
49th Transportation Truck Compony
5l4th Transportation Truck Company
Naval Gunfire Team, X Corps Artillery

Task Force Boker was organized at 1200 hours 25 May,
under the command of the Commanding General, 187th RCT, It was
assigned the mission of securing KANSONG, some 75 miles north-
east of theIHONGGHONLINJE-KANSONG axis, in orcder to strike a de-
ciéivg Plow in cubting off the enemy's precipitous retreat,

Tayk Torcc BAKER forced its way 4000 mecters forward, as
the 274 lafanbry defeated an estimated enemy battalion in a two
hour five Ligat and advanced 5000 meters, The 38th Infantry
attacked northwest along the HYON-NI-IWE oxis, -
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Enemy resistance throughout the day limited the Task Force

BAKER advance to 3000 meters, while the 23d Infantry, from its

\

base of operations, emydoyed reinforced companies on patrol mig-

sions, some of which cngaged determined enemy groups in fire fight,
e

DU e 38th Infantry ciosed on INJE, completing the pincer

movement when it joined with elements of the 23d Iﬁfantry, Sev-

eral enemy groups attemptingito e€scape along that route were deci-
mated, and during the evcni@é the 38th Infantry occupied positions
in the IN® area, | | |

30 Moy - On May 30, i951, the Commanding General, Eighth
Army, directed a boundary change between X Corﬁs and ROK I Corps,
ordered that X Corpé halt the advance toward KAITSONG, upon gain.
ing contaét with elements of ROK I_Corps; and deliheated the
line upon which defensive positions were to be sccured,

The area south of the HWACHONG RESERVOIR was occupied and

the YANGGU area was seized,

-

Wo other significant action took place dufgﬂéwjﬁwﬁg§; as
the counterattack and exploitation phase drew to o successful
conclusion, .

During the ontire period the 720 Tank Battalion had two
tanks hit by cnémy rockot fire, two tanks hit mines, and three
were destroyed Sdécange of mechanical failure, The two tanks hit
by rocieis wsre in Tompony A, Both were recovered, . The remaine

ing disabied itanks were from Company C, All five tanks had been
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aba&doned by Company € and is Company B fell back paét the tanks
they destroyed them with ta{k fire, When friendly forces again

drove back into that sectorithe tanks werc burned beyond repair

or salvage, ‘

¢ .
/ d :
Comments onﬁgrmored Action
W

1, The effeccts of éanks upon the tactical operations
during this period has bcoﬂivcry well shown, In the tonk sup-

. ported ROK units their combit conduct was o1l that could be de-
sired, where in the nonntani supported ROK units there were many
incidents of complete collaﬁse under normal enemy pressure, The
tonk gives thé man on the ground a definite ond highly reliablé
source of heavy fire powecr, »

An even greater tank-infantry relationship should be
established to the point where they know ond understand each
other!s actions and manﬁer of fighting~-so that, for example,
when the tanker cranks up his engine or_auxiliary engine fof
power, the'man on the ground will not thihk that he is beingvleff
behinl, The man on thc grouﬁd should be encouragzed to point out .
targets to the tanker and inform the tanker cxoctly to what de-
groc his hank is protcctq@ by the émployed infontry oround the
vank ., |

2, lallenance is an evef,prescnt problem dependent
upern the tyne of tanks in o wit and the agd of the équipment.

If tho supporting army, corps and division ordnance units are
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willing, the maintenance problem for the line units con be greatly
reduced, In the past, and in some units in Korea, the supporting
orénance units would rather find a reason to send o vehicle back

to a unit than fix it, A constont bottle existed between tank

————————— " unit§ and ordnance units of the 24 Division, (One tonk with

skeleton Brew remained in»ord?ance in the 24 Division from October
until December 1951, Apotheé tank was sent in for a clutch and
the ordnance compq.nyﬁantcd éb selvage tiw tonk, The driver
"scrounged" the cluxch parts and he and the assistant driver 1'6-"
placed the clutch and returned to duty, oll in four‘days.)\ it
1s definitely felt that the majority of maintcnanee problens
can be solved if the supporting ordnance units and the battalion
‘maintenance platoon propcrlyfperforp thoir functions, As it
stonds now the company_mﬁintenancé soctions are the only elements
that ‘are really carrying the load, . it is realized that this par-
~ticular situation does‘not exist in all units as described here,
but in oné place'or another in every unit some one is simély
lying down on the job, |

3. TFuel consumption is another logistical broblem that
is increasing as our_fahks ge£ heavier, The units equipped with
’ MUAZESs were aware>of fuel needs but it did not constitute a
great worry, except in possible deep exploitation runs; If is
not believed every effortlia used to consefve fucl, which places
a big drain on the unit troins, The anqﬁer fo fuel ‘consumption
seens to be a'problem for the automotive enginqofé.
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4, Combat troops seem to think in battle everything is
expcendible, In the withdrawal from North Xorca in November of
1950, tanks werc pushed off%the rocd oand burned without any coffort

| Ly .
to tow theuw out, Vheeled vehicles were treated in the some manner,

ot only in greater-quantitice;  There are cxamples in this chapter

where units recovercd their own knocked-out vehicles, If one
unit can do this others con, The reason we have failed so mis-
crably in battlefield rccovery of expensive equipment is that

the commanders of certain units in tﬁo field are not sufficiently
co$t~conscious.

5. Armor exerts o powerful influcnce on tactical opera~
tions, but therc is some question as to whether the increascd
complexity of new tank models is improving this effectivenéss,
or deércasing it,

There is no question that a well troined crew operat-
ing a super-tank, regarCless of its complexity, is sonething to
be desired, But even with the tanks we now have, they seem to be

too complicated for a great many persbns in our arnmored units, If

we nced more complex btanks %o do the job it will necessitate-an .

cducational mininun for armor personnel,

6. The tank killing properties of our tonks were not im-

portant dﬁring this period, because the Communists did not send

a single tankminto=action in their spring offensive, It had been
cstablished earlicer in the war that the 76mm connon mounted on

the M4AZES -tank was vory copable. of knocking out the T34 tank,
| o3 |



and the 90mm cannon would practically tear apart a T-3h,
| 7. There is little question of the infantfy killing pro-
perties of our tanks, especiaily in this period, If the tanks
will onl&,stay and slug it out it will not be long before the
- cnemy-infantry gives all tenks a wide berth,
i 8, Amor is ideally suited for exploitation, even in
Korea,

a. Tanks alone can handlc their own sccurity during
cxploitation in déylight hours, Affer darkness it is absolutely
necessary to have infantry outpost the tanks in all~round security,

b, The depth of exploitationidOPends upon the force
involved and the situation, including terrain and weather condi-
tions. A short éowcrful exploitation uscd against an enemy like
the Chinese is very effective, It inflicts terrific casﬁalties
and constitutes not too grcatva risk.of losing your armor,

ce The occasion for exploitation in a éonflict 1i£e
Korea is ever prescnt, The one big obstacle is breaching the eneny
nine fieids which the cneny lay covering olmost all available_
routes, The most opportune time .for expioitation seems to exﬁst-
- at the moment our forces haﬁe successfully contained a major

eneny attack,
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——CHAPTER-8
e SOWCETSTONS
: One of the most important lessons to be learned from the

war in Korea is that armor is still an‘indispensable part.of
ground combat, regardless of any limiting conditions under which
it must operate,. The fall-back to the PUSAN Perimeter in the
first months of the war vas cagsed in large part Dby the‘UN forces!'
inability to stop the North Korean tanks, The almost im;ediate
removal of tﬁe enemy armored threat after the arrival of US medium
tanks in August 1950 serves to reaffirm the basic principle that
"the bPest antitank weapon is‘énother tankt,

As a corollary to this, armor must and can operate effec— -
tively in all types of terrain. The assumption that terrain, and.
térrain alone, can stop tanks is entirely false, At its worst,
terrain can only limit ﬁhe'use of armor; it cannot bar its use
entirely, This would seem basic, but it was ignored in419h0

in the ARDENNES and again in 1950 in EOREA,

Tank Perfqrmance

The three models of US medium tanks, the MU4AZES, the M26,
and the M46 consistently ouffoughf the Russian made T34, The 90mm
tank gun was particularly effective, destroying T3l at ranges

varying from 10 yards as shown by an M26 of Company B, 7O0th Tank
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Battalion near SONGHYOH, to 3000 &ards as shown by an M26 of
-Oompany C, 734 Tank Battalion near SUWON,
It can be seen from the actions described that MHA}ES’S
were used more often for longvpenetrations and the more mobile
phases4ef-armore&‘warfare‘théﬁ'ﬁé?é‘fﬁéﬂﬂéE765?5m5fE;Higtffaﬂg.;ﬁt‘#"*f_gf-;

greater use of the M4A3EE was, of course, partly duc to the great-

er availability‘of this older'world War II tonk, In addition,

however, it was genorally consideréd that the MUA3ES was mechan<
icaliy more reliable'than_the newer tank types, As a case in
point, it Qill be reQaliéd that the 734 Tank Battalion, having
M26 tanks, was moved by LST from INCHON to PUSAN in October 1950
wigile the 7th Division to which it was then attached went over—
lond, The M4A3ES's of the 70th and 89th Tenk Battalions covered
an equal distance in overland marches without fear of excessive
bfeakdown.

It is the—authorsl-opinion that the idcai tank for thé
war in Korea would have been a tonk with the armor and 90mm gun
of th.e M26 and M46, and with the mechanical ‘religbility of the

MUA3ES,

Tank-Infantry Coo rdination

Although varying greatly between units and commanders,
tank~in§antry coordination was largely_unéaxisfactory, dﬁe pri-
marily to poor communications, There were many instances in which

infantry commanders were not familiar with the tactical employment -
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of attached tanks, For instance, some actions have been mentioned

in which infantry ;ommanéers ordered tanks to advance through

known mine fields, Ther€ was a general lack of understanding of

#

the logistical needs and ':"mechanica; limitations of tanks,
4_;;;__#.«f,,_ﬁ_gr_ﬁ_A-f——@he?other‘side‘cf'tﬁéﬂiiéture, and the one most easily
overlooked, is that many armored commandcrs did not have an ade~
Quéye gresp of the tactical.emploquht and 1im{;ations of.infantry,
This was'particularly evident inyﬁhoée opcrations where trﬁck~
“ . _ mounted infantry or infantr& mounted on tanks were attached to
tank uﬂits for primarily_anmored missions,\such as exploitation
or armored penetrations, .

The fact that the desired standard of teamwork can be

achieved between tanks and inféhtry is cvident in some of the

actions described, notably those of the 89th Tank Battalion,

Defense

The "war of maneuver — slashing at the cnemy when he
withdraws and fighting delaying.actions when he attacks!" was &
successful means of defense égainst a numerically supefipr but
logistically weak encmy, This "rolling with the punch" as ex-
emplified ﬁy the X Corps! contéinmenﬁ of tho Chinese Communist
Porces (CCF) Spring Offensive in April. 1951, although not=trulj
a defense in its strictest interpretationy is morc indicative of

the measures taken to meet the enemy's offcnsivés than is any

r



épecifié examﬁle of a sustained defense over the periodvof a few
days, The deé%nse behind the NAKTONG in August and September of
1950 most closely approximated the sustained defense, elthough the
overextended natﬁre of the lines and the frenzied shifting of units

within the perimeter often had-more—in-common with themobile defense

than with the sustained defense, The fighting in the vicinity of
TAEGU often assumed the characteristics of a delaying action during
this same period, | |

To eimplify what is eésentia}ly only a question of seman-
tics, there were two major periods of retrograde action in its
purest sense ~— the fall-back to the PUSAVT Perimeter in July and
Avgust of 1950, and the "bugogt" from North Korea in December 1950
and January 1951, The major periods of UW defensive action were
also two -~ the defense behind the NAKTONG in August and September
of 1950 and tpe.”fluid defense" of Yrolling with the punch! during'
the OCP Spring Offensive of April to June 1951, Specific defen-
sive actions not included in these p;riods are the 38th Regiment's
and Turkish Brigade's defense of KUNU-RI 30 November — 1 December
1950; the defensive perimeter of X Corps afound‘HUNGNAM in Decem~
ber of 1950, the 2d Division!s defense of WONJU in January 1951, .-
and the 23d Begimént's defense of CHIPYONG in February 1951,

Armor was employed in ﬁhe defeqse of the NAKTONG largelzg_
in accordance with the doctrige of tanks suppdrting inféntry in |
the §ustained defehse‘ Initially tﬁeir pfimary role was that 6?

antitank protection, P
] 236
e



After November of 1950 the enemy tank threat was negligi-
ble, and armor employed in the line was primarily used in the
role of close fire support against enemy infantry, It was in

the periods of counterattack and éountoroffensivc, however, that

- armor-was to-contribute the most to UN defensive operations.

o~

It was found after the first CCPF Intervention and again
after the COCF.Spring Offensive that the logistical inadequacy of
the Chinese was such that the enenmy offénsives lost monentum
rapidly, Once the enemy attack had spent itself,an immediate
counterqffensive exploited to tﬁé fullest his weokened logistical
and tactical potential, The use of armored task forces as the
specarheads of a general counteroffensive produccd excellent ré~
sults, making best use of.armor's mobility and shock action,

It night be added here that many situations existed in
which armor‘was not suitable for use as a local counterattack
force, This was pdrficularly true in extremely>mountainous ter-
rain, whére steep. slopes prevented armor from reaching tﬂe infan-.
try positions, Armor éould and did, hbwever,‘play an important

role in such terrain by occupying blocking positions,

Offense
One of the greatest difficulties encountered in offensive
action was a tendency to move forward too fast and not properly
"digest" the ground taken, This is particularly applicable to

the period of the UN offensive,,16 September to 2 November 1950,
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when major elements pf the North Korean army were bypassed and
remained behind the UN lines to harass the lines of communications.

A failure to maintain proper lateral security in the

offensive was often evident, as the failure of Operatioq Ripper
,;iﬁ_A_A._ﬁ_g_Af_f_showsf-——-—f———4f—4—4f—*-*;‘*—"‘*—""""""*_"4ff‘_4"7_ff_ﬁ~#7_—-47_7
| In the offcnsive, armor wés subject to the same two
faults as were all ground units —- a too ropid advance, and feil-
ure to maintain lateral sceurity, The armor protcction of the
tank and its gr¢at'firepowér and mobility enabled it-to run
through some enemy positions, through which the attached infan-
try could not‘followg Task Forﬁe CROMBEZ provides én excellent
exomple of this, It was also possibdle for the tanks to fight
their way back through such positions, but in order to hold on
to the gains made by the afmor it was n000ssary'for'the infantry
to fight their way up to the tanks,
| In extremely mountainous terrain which required the in-
fantry to move along steép ridge 1ines,‘tanks were able to‘deliver
very effective fire support by moving along the valleys, I these
tanks were accompanied by infantry and tied in with thé infantry

perimeter at night, losses to ﬁhe tanks were minimized,

Armored Raids ond Reconnaissances in Force

T™e use of the reinforced tank battalion in a raid or re-
connaissance in force achieved excellent rosults, Yhen the tanks

' opérated'during the daylight and returned before darkness to be
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tiéd into the infantry verimeter, tank losses were minimized, The
confinued use of armored raids against the same objective and using
the same route, of course, repidly loses its effect ond serves to
invite ambUSh.=—A£~has~been—meﬂ¢iened@-ghc tonk raids of Company B,
lotthahkaattalion*in*thG‘TﬂBtEDUNG area were quickly drought. to
a halt by enemy mine-fieclds,

| Arnored reconnaissances in forec have the additional advan-
tage that, once having establiéhed that the enemy is withdrawing,

they can be pushed out %o form the spearhead of a general counter-.

offensive,

Night Operations

Night operations were conducted offcctively, as the 73d

. Tank Battalion's capturc of SUWON demonstrates, The confusion

existing in that;particular operation, however, could have dbeen
ninimized h%\adequaie'time for prior training and coordination
with the attached infa?try.

It is-{el&gthat armored night operations can be conducted

~the nost successfully and with the fewest casuslties by piaﬁning

the operation so that fhe tanks }eturn to their base or continue
moving until daylight, Seizure and consolidation of an objective

during darkness is difficult for armored unite,

Exploitation
Exploitation by armored units was highly desirable and

effective when the situation permitted, Exploitation against a

5



nﬁmerically superior eneny, howeiiiézi;bzﬁbject to more care,in
exécuxion than 4s‘pre®ea%»doétrin§F The breakout from the PUSAN
Perimeter is ad'excellent exanple of the dangers inherent in ex-

cessive by-passing of resistance during thc exploitation., It is

" felt that no major resistance should be by-vassed; light resis=

tance should be by-passed. with caufion.and a folloﬁigg force
designated to reduce it..‘
The opportunity for exploitation must actually exist in
" fact, rather than in the mind of the commander, Initial success
RMay mean only that the cneny is absorbing the exploiting force
=~' , ' to destroy it in _the rear, Although not an armored actioh, the
prine example of a poorly timed exploitation ih Korea was the

abortive push to the YALU by X Corps,

In difficult terrain, destruction or capture of eneny

-

supply and communicéti&ns centers are better missions for armor
than are the destruction or encirclement of personnel, As an
example of the ability of:the enemy to escape epcirclement in
difficult terrain; most of the 66,000 encny cut off by the cap-
ture of HWACHON and INJE in May 13951 manégcd to escape over'the
hills,

To be really successful, an exploitation By armor should

e T , be followed up immediately by infantry units and by a general
; advance of the line as soon as possible, The gféat offensive
]

capabilities.of armor enable it to take objectivos'whiéh its lesser



defen51ve capabilltles do not allow it to keep, This was par-

ticularly true agalnst an eneny who had llttle arnoy of his own,

->.

and inadequate antitank means,

The éxtensive use of army aircraft/€;>the flanks of ex-

i

blQi&ing_armpredgcolumasAWas——aﬂfexce}len%—meanS‘df'géining
flank security, .The nature of the terrain in Koréa makes -this
flank security very difficult to obtain by any other means, as
routes of advance normally lay down valleys dominated.on either
side fy ridges inaccessible to vehicles,

. To accomplish ité nissicn properly during the éxploita@ion,
artillery accompanying armor shohid be self-propelled, Thévmountn
ing of infantry in armored personnel Earriers was highly desir-
able, as the succe ssful operation of the 6th Tank Battalioﬁ in
its link-up with the airborne showed, In dircct contrast to the
success of this operation, one may consicer the losses among the
tank-borne infantry of Task Force CROMBEZ and tbe.trucknborne in..
fantry accompanylng the first action of the 89th Tank Battalion
in August 1950.

Although armored infantry wéuld have been desirablé'in
many C&SGS. there was not a constant need for then, Iherefore

it is <$elt that consider@tlon should be glvcn to establlshlnr

\

21T Arnored Personnel Carrier Companfiat corps or arnv level, to
,function as a transportation pool for foot'1nfantry,tn~mﬁe£~4&m»

Loy
—gaﬁe*wanﬁvr”ﬁgfﬁ“?Tﬁ@k~sempaa¥w~‘This would/gnabquhigher level

A



commanders to mechanize foot infantry to accompany armored units

for special missions, p;articularly exploitation operations,tna QM«
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